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HONORING DOMINICAN WOMEN 
MAKING AN IMPACT IN NYC POL-
ITICS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, for the benefit of 
my colleagues, I rise to share an important ar-
ticle which originally appeared in the Domini-
can-American publication, Quisqueya Life, on 
April 1, 2003. 

Translated into English by the Independent 
Press Association of New York, this article de-
tails achievements of four women of Domini-
can heritage that have risen to become instru-
mental players in the usually male-dominated 
world of New York City politics. They are role 
models for boys and girls of all racial and eth-
nic groups, young leaders that are dedicated 
to making the government live up to its high-
est ideals. 

They are just some of the many Dominicans 
who are making a positive difference in the 
lives of Americans in New York and across 
the nation.
[From Quisqueya Life Magazine, Apr. 1, 2003] 
WOMEN WITH POLITICAL POWER IN NEW YORK 

(By Nathalie Jerez) 
‘‘Educate a man and you educate one per-

son. Educate a woman and you educate a 
whole family,’’ said Ruby Manikan. 

New York State was one of the epicenters 
of the Women’s Suffrage movement in North 
America. It took more than a century of 
struggle for the women of this nation to gain 
access to the voting booths and participate 
equally in the election of public representa-
tives. 

This struggle for equal rights is the foun-
dation of a generation of women who now ex-
ercise rights prohibited to their ancestors. 

The same state that until 1915 did not per-
mit women to vote, today counts among 
some of its most important political figures 
four women of Dominican origin who have 
overcome discrimination not only against 
their gender but against their race as well. 

LOURDES VENTURA, ASSISTANT DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY IN CORONA, QUEENS 

Lourdes Ventura’s story is an example of 
what courage, commitment, and determina-
tion can do for a person. As a grade-school 
student, Ventura was told that she would 
never go very far in life because she was the 
daughter of Dominican immigrants, her fam-
ily was dependent on public assistance, and 
because she was a woman. 

Today, those who tried to discourage 
Lourdes should know that this Latina is the 
Assistant District Attorney in Queens. 
Among her many accomplishments in this 
office she investigated cases of discrimina-
tion in areas like housing, credit, labor, edu-
cation, and public services. 

Lourdes has also served as the president of 
the Association for Latin-American Law 
Students and recently traveled to South Af-
rica with the Center for Legal Resources to 
do community-based work. 

In 1998 she returned to Queens from the 
University of Buffalo to start her career as a 

lawyer. She proved herself by gaining the po-
sition of Assistant District Attorney, the 
first Dominican woman to ever hold the job. 
Since her return to Queens, she remained ac-
tive in community work, something she 
promised herself as a student that she would 
always do. Lourdes uses a quote from writer 
Maya Angelou as her personal motto: ‘‘Even 
though you try to drag me down, like the 
wind, I will rise.’’ The secret to her success, 
she says, has been to maintain focus, work 
hard and, above all, to be proud of her ori-
gins. 

‘‘I never forgot my roots. The history of 
my people is what makes me special. I think 
the power to dream, to grow, and to make 
progress is what takes us where we want to 
go,’’ Lourdes said. 

LARK-MARIE ANTÓN, MAYOR’S PRESS 
SECRETARY 

This is a woman who has made good use of 
her education and grabs the bull by the 
horns. Lark-Marie is responsible for super-
vising all press and publicity functions for 
various New York City agencies and offices, 
among them the New York City Housing Au-
thority, the NYC Commission for the United 
Nations, Consular Corps and Protocol, the 
Department of Records and Information, the 
Commission on Women’s Issues, the Office to 
Combat Domestic Violence, the Art Commis-
sion, and the Office of Veterans’ Affairs, to 
name a few. She is also the voice of the 
Mayor. 

Of Dominican and Lebanese heritage, 
Lark-Marie is just 25 years old. She was born 
and raised in New York, and graduated from 
Marist College with degrees in Communica-
tions and Public Relations and Psychology. 
She later earned a Master’s Degree in Com-
munication Studies from the University of 
West Virginia. 

After returning to New York with her de-
grees, Antón worked as a producer on 
projects such as the 2001 MTV Movie Awards 
and TV Funhouse on Comedy Central. These 
experiences gained her an internship as a re-
porter for WNBC and a job as Polling Super-
visor for the Marist Poll Institute. 

Lark-Marie is a firm believer in the power 
of education and has taught as an adjunct 
faculty member at Marist College and as as-
sistant professor at the University of West 
Virginia.

ALEXANDRA VENTURA 
Born and raised in Queens and of Domini-

can heritage, Alexandra Ventura is the direc-
tor of the New York State Citizenship Unit 
[which helps people through the naturaliza-
tion process]. Through dedicated service, Al-
exandra built a bridge between the Domini-
can community and the Governor by bring-
ing the needs of Dominican and other immi-
grants to the state’s attention. 

Before the creation of the Citizenship Unit, 
Alexandra had worked side by side with Gov-
ernor Pataki as Assistant Advisor on Special 
Projects and Protocol since 1997. Alexandra 
achieved a great deal for the Latino commu-
nity by fighting for better conditions and de-
veloping programs to benefit Latinos in New 
York. Through her position, Alexandra 
launched interesting campaigns and oversaw 
the integration of the state government and 
the needs of Dominican immigrants. In 1998, 
she helped Mayor Giuliani organize aid for 
the Dominican Republic after Hurricane 
George. 

Alexandra graduated from Syracuse Uni-
versity with two Master’s Degrees, one in 
Political Science and another in Public Ad-
ministration. In 2002, the Dominican-Amer-
ican National Round Table, for which she 
served as Assistant Secretary, elected her to 
its Board of Directors. Alexandra is also a 
member of various organizations such as 100 
Hispanic Women and the American Society 
for Public Administration. 

DIANA REYNA, DISTRICT 34 CITY 
COUNCILMEMBER 

Diana Reyna represents Williamsburg, 
Bushwick, and Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brook-
lyn in the City Council. She has led a distin-
guished career in public service fighting for 
community issues. 

Since 1997 until her swearing-in as 
Councilmember in 2001, Diana worked as the 
head of personnel for Assemblyman Vito J. 
Lopez. Before this she was a legislative aide. 

As a Councilmember, Diana has been ac-
tive and constant in the community that she 
represents. For example, in answer to the 
need for bank services in the Bushwick area, 
she helped found a federal credit union and 
serves on its board of directors. The credit 
union provides the community with services 
that before were absent. 

Councilmember Reyna has also organized 
community activities. Now she is the coordi-
nator of United Brooklyn and the ‘‘South 
Side Task Force,’’ Latino groups who offer a 
community forum for residents to express 
their opinions. She is also the facilitator of 
the North Brooklyn Public Housing Coali-
tion and the Fathers of Bushwick, two other 
organizations that help residents get in-
volved in the decision making process. 

Diana is a graduate of Pace University in 
Pleasantville, New York. She was born in 
Brooklyn and is the daughter of two Domini-
can immigrants who came to New York in 
the early 1960s. 
LAS MUJERES CON PODER POLÍTICO EN NUEVA 

YORK 
‘‘Si educas a un hombre estás educando a 

una persona, pero si educas a una mujer, 
estás educando a una familia.’’ Ruby 
Manikan 

El Estado de Nueva York fue un lugar 
clave durante el surgimiento de los 
movimientos que exigı́an el derecho a votar 
de las mujeres en Norteamérica. Más de un 
siglo les tomó a las mujeres de esta nación 
llegar hasta las urnas y participar, al igual 
que los hombres, en la elección de sus 
representantes.

Esa lucha por alcanzar la igualdad de 
derechos es la base de una generación de 
mujeres que ejerce labores antes prohibidas 
para ellas. 

El mismo estado de Nueva York que hasta 
el año 1915 no permitı́a al sexo femenino 
tomar decisiones polı́ticas, hoy tiene entre 
sus ciudadanas más influyentes en la polı́tica 
a cuatro mujeres de origen dominicano, que 
han roto la doble barrera de la 
discriminación, por su raza y por su sexo. 

LOURDES VENTURA, UNA FISCAL EN CORONA, 
QUEENS 

La historia de Lourdes Ventura es un 
ejemplo de lo que el coraje, el compromiso y 
la determinación pueden hacer de una per-
sona. Cuando era estudiante de las escuelas 
primaria y secundaria, Ventura encontró 
gente que le advirtió que nunca llegarı́a a 
ninguna parte porque era hija de inmigrantes 
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dominicanos, porque era una mujer y porque 
su familia dependı́a de la ayuda pública. 

Hoy aquellos que insistı́an en poner trabas 
a las pretensiones de Lourdes deben estar 
enterados que esa latina es Asistente del Fis-
cal General. Entre sus actividades como fis-
cal ha hecho, precisamente, la labor de 
investigar casos de discriminación en 
viviendas, crédito, empleos, educación y 
lugares de acceso público. 

Lourdes ha sido Presidente de la 
Asociación Latinoamericana de Estudiantes 
de Leyes y estuvo en África de Sur, 
trabajando con temas de la comunidad a 
través del Centro de Recursos Legales. 

En 1998 volvió de la Universidad de Buffalo 
a Queens para iniciar su carrera de abogada 
desempeñándose como Asistente del Fiscal 
de Distrito, en ese momento era la única 
descendiente de dominicanos ocupando esa 
posición. Desde que regresó a Queens se ha 
mantenido activa en los trabajos 
comunitarios, algo que se prometió a si 
misma hacer, cuando aún era estudiante. 
Lourdes ha hecho suya la frase de la 
escritora Maya Angelorous, ‘‘Aunque trates 
de arrastrarme en la tierra, como el viento, 
yo subiré’’. El secreto de sus logros, señala, 
ha sido el mantenerse enfocada, trabajar 
duro, pero sobre todo, no sentirse 
avergonzada de sus orı́genes. 

‘‘No olvido mis raı́ces. La historia de mi 
gente es lo que me hace especial. Creo que el 
poder de soñar, de desarrollarse, de progresar 
es lo que nos hace llegar a donde queremos.’’ 

LARK-MARIE ANTÓN, SECRETARIA DE PRENSA 
DEL ALCALDE MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG 

Esta es una mujer que ha impuesto su 
conocimiento y se mantiene con ‘‘la sartén 
por el mango’’. Lark-Marie es responsable de 
supervisar las actividades de prensa y 
publicidad de varias agencias y oficinas de la 
ciudad de Nueva York. Entre ellas, la 
Autoridad de Viviendas, Comisión de la Ciu-
dad para las Naciones Unidas, Cuerpo Con-
sular y Protocolo, Departamento de Record e 
información, Comisión sobre asuntos de la 
mujer, Oficina para combatir la violencia 
doméstica, Comisión de Arte, y la oficina de 
asuntos de los veteranos, solo para nombrar 
algunas. Además es la portavoz y el contacto 
del alcalde Bloomberg. 

Con una herencia dominicana y libanesa, 
esta joven mujer, de apenas 25 años, nació y 
creció en Nueva York. Se graduó en el Marist 
College en Comunicación y Relaciones 
Publicas, además de psicologı́a. Luego, 
estuvo en la universidad de West Virginia en 
la que obtuvo una maestrı́a en Estudios de 
Comunicación. 

Al llegar a Nueva York con los tı́tulos 
obtenidos, Antón trabajó como productora 
en proyectos como 2001 MTV Movie Awards y 
TV Funhouse en el canal Comedy Central. Su 
experiencia abarca un internado como 
reportera de WNBC, canal 4 y como 
Supervisora de Encuestas del Instituto 
Marist Poll.

Lark-Marie es una fiel creyente del poder 
de la educación y ha participado como 
instructora adjunta en el Marist College y 
como asistente de profesor en la Unversidad 
de West Virginia. 

ALEXANDRA VENTURA 
Nacida y criada en Queens, de raı́ces 

dominicanas, Alexandra Ventura es la 
Directora de la Unidad de Ciudadanı́a del 
Estado de Nueva York. Ventura con su 
dedicación ha logrado crear un puente entre 
la comunidad dominicana y el gobernador 
George Pataki, llevándole a este, las 
inquietudes y necesidades de los inmigrantes 
dominicanos, y por supuesto de otras 
nacionalidades. 

La directora de esta unidad, creada por 
Pataki en año 2001, trabaja al lado del 
gobernador desde el año 1997 con las labores 

como Asistente Especial de Proyectos 
Especiales y Protocolo. La señora Ventura 
ha desempañado funciones de gran 
importancia para la comunidad hispana, 
abogando por mejores condiciones, y 
desarrollando programas en beneficio de los 
hispanos de Nueva York. Desde su posición 
Alexandra ha desarrollado interesantes 
campañas y ha permitido la integración del 
gobierno estatal en asuntos relevantes para 
los inmigrantes dominicanos. En el año 98, 
debió asumir la tarea de asistir al alcalde 
Guiliani en los trabajos de ayuda a la 
República Dominicana tras el paso del 
huracán Georges. Graduada en Syrcuse Uni-
versity, con una maestrı́a en Estudios 
Polı́ticos y otra en Administración Pública, 
en el año 2002 la Mesa Redonda Dominico-
americana la designó como miembro del 
Consejo Directivo y prestó servicio como 
Secretaria Asistente del mismo. Además la 
Ventura es miembro de varias organizaciones 
como ‘‘100 Hispanic Women and the Amer-
ican Society for Public Administration. 

DIANA REYNA, CONCEJAL DE LA CIUDAD DE 
NUEVA YORK, DISTRITO 34 

Diana Reyna, representa a Williamsburg, 
Bushwick y Bedford-Stuvesant en el Consejo 
de la Ciudad. Ha desarrollado una carrera 
distinguida por el servicio público, 
destacándose como parte del personal de La 
Asamblea Estatal, abogando por los asuntos 
de la comunidad. 

Desde 1997 hasta su juramentación como 
Concejal en el año 2001, Reyna trabajó como 
jefa de personal del asambleı́sta Vito J. 
López, antes de esta designación, fue 
ayudante legislativa. 

Su trabajo como concejal ha sido activo y 
constante en la comunidad a la que 
representa. Como ejemplo podemos citar que, 
en respuesta a la necesidad de servicios 
bancarios en la comunidad de Bushwick, 
cooperó en la fundación de una unión federal 
cooperativa, en la que fungió como miembro 
del consejo directivo. La cooperativa provee 
a la comunidad donde opera servicios que 
antes estaban ausentes. 

La concejal Reyna también ha realizado 
actividades comunitarias. Actualmente es la 
coordinadora de Brooklyn Unidos y ‘‘South 
Side Task Force’’, agrupaciones latinas que 
proporcionan a los residentes locales un foro 
para expresar sus intereses sobre los temas 
de sus vecindarios. Ella es también la 
facilitadora de la Coalición de Viviendas 
Públicas del Norte de Brooklyn y de la 
Coalición de Padres de Bushwick, otras dos 
organizaciones que ayudan a los residentes a 
envolverse en los procesos de toma de 
decisiones. 

Reyna es graduada de la Pace University 
de Pleasantville, Nueva York, nació en 
Brooklyn y es hija de dos inmigrantes 
dominicanos que llegaron a Nueva York a 
principios de los años 60.

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
JAMES P. GARRISON 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, today, I am 
pleased to recognize Army Lieutenant Colonel 
James P. Garrison for his outstanding service 
to our Nation as a member of the Army House 
Liaison Division. Lieutenant Colonel Garrison 
will be leaving his position in the House Liai-
son Division on June 3, 2003, for an assign-
ment as the Commander of the 121st Signal 
Battalion, 1st Infantry Division in Kitzingen, 

Germany. His illustrious career as a Signal Of-
ficer embodies all of the Army’s values of loy-
alty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, in-
tegrity, and personal courage. During his ten-
ure on Capitol Hill, Lieutenant Colonel Garri-
son has distinguished himself as a friend, 
trusted resource, and an officer who epito-
mizes the modern American professional sol-
dier. 

Lieutenant Colonel Garrison has dem-
onstrated his outstanding tactical and oper-
ational expertise in numerous command and 
staff positions overseas and in the continental 
United States. Continually serving in positions 
of ever-increasing responsibility, the highlights 
of his career include serving as a Battalion 
Signal Officer with the 6–27th Field Artillery 
(MLRS) during Operations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm; a Company Commander with 
the 17th Signal Battalion; Presidential Commu-
nications Officer for President William J. Clin-
ton; and a battalion and brigade operations of-
ficer for the 7th Signal Brigade. As evidence of 
the quality of Lieutenant Colonel Garrison’s 
leadership, management, and inter-personal 
skills, he was specially selected to serve as a 
Congressional Fellow for the United States 
Army, serving on the personal staff of former 
Arkansas Senator Tim Hutchinson, prior to 
joining Army’s House Liaison Division. 

Upon leaving Capitol Hill, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Garrison will return to Germany for his 
fourth European tour, where he will continue 
to serve our nation by leading some 600 ‘‘Big 
Red One’’ soldiers. Accordingly, I invite my 
colleagues to join in offering a heartfelt thanks 
to Lieutenant Colonel James Garrison for his 
selfless service. He represents the very best 
that our great Nation has to offer and we wish 
Lieutenant Colonel Garrison and his wife, 
Sarita, continued success and happiness in all 
of their future endeavors.

f 

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WHITMORE-BOLLES EL-
EMENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to 
recognize and pay tribute to Whitmore-Bolles 
Elementary School on the occasion of its 75th 
Anniversary. The school’s long and successful 
history began in 1927 when Laura Whitmore 
donated the land for the purpose of an ele-
mentary school. Currently, Whitmore-Bolles 
schools 367 students, preschoolers through 
fifth grade. In addition, Whitmore-Bolles 
schooling includes a central program for hear-
ing impaired/hard of hearing elementary stu-
dents. A reflection of Whitmore-Bolles out-
standing faculty, students and education can 
be seen in the various third and fourth genera-
tion families that remain in this elementary 
program. 

Whitmore-Bolles Elementary has flourished 
because of its dedicated and exceptional staff. 
There are a number of highly qualified and en-
thusiastic teachers that have spent their entire 
careers at Whitmore-Bolles. Every year sev-
eral teachers from Whitmore-Bolles are nomi-
nated for the Alberta Muirhead Teacher of the 
Year Award. In addition to the admirable 
teaching staff, Whitmore-Bolles has also pros-
pered because of its committed and highly re-
garded principals. Since Miss Marguerite Fay 
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became the first principal in September 1927, 
Whitmore-Bolles has only had six principals, 
each of whom have maintained an excellent 
educational environment. These principals in-
clude: Jack Rabe (1949–1967), Walfrid Toma 
(1967–1971), Roy Raymer (1971–1984), Ber-
nard Boyle (1984–1989), John Tobin (1989–
1999), and the current principal Dawn Eule. 

Over the years the hard work and commit-
ment of the Whitmore-Bolles faculty has been 
apparent in the elementary school’s accom-
plished students. Whitmore-Bolles continues to 
place first in citywide championships for track, 
volleyball (boys and girls), and chess. The 
fourth and fifth graders are involved in annual 
concerts given by the band and select choir 
programs. Also, the elementary students have 
received many art awards for excellence. In 
addition, the students this year at Whitmore-
Bolles have expanded their educational envi-
ronment by developing a school newspaper, 
the ‘‘Whitmore Times.’’ The publication in-
cludes articles and stories written and re-
searched by students. Furthermore, this year 
four students and two former students were 
honored in Law Day Essay. Before graduating 
from Whitmore-Bolles, all students are re-
warded for their efforts. This year the fourth 
graders at Whitmore-Bolles are traveling to 
Mackinaw Island, and the fifth graders are off 
to camp. Although the teachers play a signifi-
cant role in the development of Whitmore stu-
dents, this energetic and talented student 
body would not be possible without the active 
PTA and parent volunteers that plan the stu-
dents’ various functions throughout the year. 

Whitmore-Bolles is a well-respected school 
known for its achievements in education. This 
past fall Whitmore-Bolles elementary was 
awarded the Golden Apple Award by former 
Governor John Engler. Whitmore elementary 
was one of two in Dearborn to receive this 
recognition for success and achievement. In 
addition, this elementary school recently re-
ceived accreditation through the North Central 
Association Commission on Accreditation. 
Whitmore-Bolles counts among its prestigious 
alumni Representative Gary Woronchak, 
former Lions quarterback Gary Danielson, and 
Channel Seven news anchor Erik Smith. With 
75 years of exceptional students, an out-
standing staff, supportive parents and pres-
tigious alumni, Whitmore-Bolles has much to 
celebrate. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me and all of 
my colleagues in congratulating Whitmore-
Bolles Elementary on its 75th Anniversary.

f 

COMMENDING RABBI SHALOM J. 
LEWIS 

HON. JOHNNY ISAKSON 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Rabbi Shalom Lewis on his 25th 
Anniversary at Congregation Etz Chaim in 
Cobb County. 

Rabbi Lewis was installed as the first full-
time Rabbi of Congregation Etz Chaim in Sep-
tember of 1978, and during his years of serv-
ice has grown the membership to more than 
800 families. 

Rabbi Lewis has served not only his Syna-
gogue and Congregation with distinction, but 

also the entire Cobb County Community. It 
has been my personal privilege to participate 
with Rabbi Lewis at numerous Baccalaureate 
Services for the graduating seniors of Cobb 
County High Schools. He is a positive influ-
ence on the youth of our county. 

The Churches and Synagogues of Cobb 
County contribute to the fabric of our commu-
nity, and the quality of life of all our citizens. 
To that end, no one offers more personal en-
thusiasm and spiritual leadership than Rabbi 
Lewis. 

It is my pleasure to recognize Rabbi Shalom 
Lewis on this the 25th year of his service to 
Congregation Etz Chaim and the Cobb County 
Community.

f 

WALTER SISULU 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to submit 
a resolution paying tribute to Walter Sisulu, a 
mentor, friend, and critical leader in the move-
ment to free South Africa from apartheid. 

The People’s ‘servant,’ Walter Sisulu helped 
free both Black and White people from the 
bondage of segregation while driving home 
the concept of equality for all. He, along with 
Nelson Mandela, was imprisoned at Robin Is-
land for 26 years for his role in seeking true 
democratic representation. 

In 1910, the Union of South Africa estab-
lished a whites only government that limited 
voting rights and implemented South Africa’s 
segregation policy. In 1948, the National Party 
won an all-white general election on a cam-
paign promise to introduce a system of ‘‘apart-
heid’’ to totally separate the races. Opposition 
to the apartheid system by the black majority 
was ruthlessly suppressed, and a system 
based on white supremacy remained until 
1994. 

Sisulu fought tirelessly against the policy of 
apartheid, sacrificing his life to free black 
South Africans and to demonstrate the power 
of representative democracy. In the words of 
Nelson Mandela, ‘‘He was blessed with that 
quality that always saw the good in others, 
and therefore he was able to bring out the 
goodness. He had an inexhaustible capacity to 
listen to others, and therefore he was able to 
encourage others to explore ideas.’’ 

After the victory over apartheid, Mr. Sisulu 
worked to advance the quality of life for the 
average man and woman that the former gov-
ernment had so long ignored and oppressed. 

In closing, Walter’s vision of a united and 
representative government that serves the 
needs of all its people remains a model for us 
all. For that he commands and deserves our 
respect. 

Walter Sisulu, will be sorely missed. Please 
join me in honoring and remembering his dedi-
cation to true democracy.

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION ACT 

HON. DOUG OSE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to intro-
duce legislation that will elevate the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) to the Cabi-
net and redesignate the EPA as the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection. 

The United States is one of the few indus-
trial nations that does not place environmental 
protection at a cabinet-level position. I believe 
that environmental protection is as important 
as other cabinet functions, and is critical to the 
health and well-being of this nation’s environ-
ment and people. 

During the 107th Congress, the Sub-
committee on Energy Policy, Natural Re-
sources and Regulatory Affairs, which I chair, 
held three hearings to explore the merits of 
elevating EPA to department-level status. 
These hearings addressed two EPA elevation 
bills introduced by Congressman SHERWOOD 
BOEHLERT and former Congressman Steve 
Horn. Several experts, representatives of the 
regulated community, Federal and State offi-
cials testified not only about the merits of ele-
vating EPA to department-level status, but 
also about current organizational problems at 
EPA that hinder effective environmental pro-
tection. 

Currently, each EPA Regional office, Pro-
gram office and division reports directly to 
EPA’s Administrator and Deputy Administrator. 
The Subcommittee discovered that this ‘‘stove-
pipe’’ organization results in EPA’s inability to 
effectively address cross-media environmental 
protection. I believe that EPA’s structure, as it 
currently exists, lacks adequate oversight and 
coordination of its offices to ensure that 
science, policy and implementation are inte-
grated throughout EPA. 

The Subcommittee also found that EPA 
lacks scientific leadership and critical science 
for decisionmaking. The Subcommittee found 
that many of the problems with EPA’s science 
stems from the fact that scientific activities 
take place in both the Office of Research and 
Development and the Program offices without 
sufficient coordination and intraagency dis-
semination of information. My bill creates an 
Under Secretary for Science and Information 
that will advance environmental protection by 
conducting peer-reviewed scientific studies of 
the highest caliber. 

Several departments have their own statis-
tical agencies to provide independent and reli-
able data for decisionmaking and analysis. 
These include: the Department of Commerce’s 
Bureau of the Census; the Department of Edu-
cation’s National Center for Education Statis-
tics; the Department of Energy’s Energy Infor-
mation Administration; the Department of 
Health and Human Services’ National Center 
for Health Statistics; and the Department of 
Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

EPA lacks a similar function, resulting in un-
reliable statistical data on current environ-
mental conditions necessary to measure 
whether EPA’s policies and regulations effi-
ciently and successfully protect the environ-
ment. My bill creates a Bureau of Environ-
mental Statistics that I believe will provide the 
Department with the tools it needs to meet its 
responsibilities. 
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EPA, as it exists today, does not have the 

institutional ability to meet the environmental 
challenges of the 21st century. My bill reflects 
the recommendations of several expert wit-
nesses at the Subcommittee’s hearings about 
how to make the EPA a more effective pro-
tector of the environment.

f 

A RESOLUTION HONORING STEPH-
ANIE SMITH, LEGRAND SMITH 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER OF 
WALDRON, MI 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, let it 
be known that it is with great respect for the 
outstanding record of excellence she has com-
piled in academics, leadership and community 
service, that I am proud to salute Stephanie 
Smith, winner of the 2003 LeGrand Smith 
Scholarship. This award is made to young 
adults who have demonstrated that they are 
truly committed to playing important roles in 
our Nation’s future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Stephanie is being honored for dem-
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel-
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity 
for human service that distinguished the late 
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Stephanie is an exceptional student at Cam-
den-Frontier High School, and possesses an 
outstanding record of achievement in high 
school. Stephanie has received numerous 
awards for her excellence in academics and 
athletics, as well as her volunteer activities 
with Student Council, coordinating sponsor-
ships for seven needy families for Christmas. 
In addition, Stephanie has participated in 4–H 
for 10 years, winning a State Gold Public 
Speaking Award and being chosen as Re-
gional Star Farmer in FFA. 

Therefore, I am proud to join with her many 
admirers in extending my highest praise and 
congratulations to Stephanie Smith for her se-
lection as winner of a LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship. This honor is a testament to the parents, 
teachers, and others whose personal interest, 
strong support and active participation contrib-
uted to her success. To this remarkable young 
woman, extend my most heartfelt good wishes 
for all her future endeavors.

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY 
KAY KOSA 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to 
pay tribute to Mary Kay Kosa, a community 
leader and dear friend. On Sunday, May 18, 
2003 a plaque will be dedicated in Mrs. Kosa’s 
memory for her service to the Monroe County 
Mental Health Board. 

Born in Monroe County in 1928, Mary Kay 
Kosa spent her life helping others. She served 
22 years on the Monroe County Mental Health 
Board, from her appointment in 1980 until 
2002, acting as Chairperson from 1994 on. 

During her tenure Mrs. Kosa helped facilitate 
the growth of the program by endorsing co-
operation with the Washtenaw County Health 
Organization. She also helped to turn the 
former county department into an authority, an 
accomplishment that aided the development of 
mental health services in the area. 

In addition to her service on the Mental 
Health Board, Mary Kay Kosa was renowned 
for lending a helping hand to anyone in the 
community. During her 25 years as a teacher 
in the Monroe public schools and another 25 
years as an administrator, she touched the 
lives of thousands of children and teachers 
alike. Moreover, Mrs. Kosa aided in the ad-
vancement of minorities by participating in the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People and chairing the Monroe 
branch of the American Association of Univer-
sity Women. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in hon-
oring the life of Mary Kay Kosa. She often 
said, ‘‘if you live in a community, you owe that 
community and I have a commitment to Mon-
roe.’’ Mrs. Kosa and her husband of 50 years, 
Edward Kosa, lived by this philosophy in addi-
tion to encouraging others to do the same.

f 

RECOGNIZING HIV VACCINE 
AWARENESS DAY 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the sixth annual HIV Vaccine 
Awareness Day. As we all know, HIV/AIDS is 
the deadliest epidemic in medical history. 
Twenty million people globally have died and 
another 40 million are infected. Significant ad-
vances have been made in the treatment of 
HIV/AIDS, however the number of lives lost is 
a clear indication that much more must be 
done. The development of an effective vaccine 
to prevent HIV remains science’s greatest 
hope in halting the epidemic. 

The HIV Vaccine Trials Network (HVTN) is 
a network of clinical sites in the United States 
and abroad dedicated to the development of 
an HIV vaccine through testing and evaluating 
candidate vaccines in clinical trials. The net-
work includes 18 sites in the United States 
and 11 international sites, including those in 
Africa, Asia, South America and the Carib-
bean. Two of the domestic sites are located in 
my congressional district. Fenway Community 
Health Center and Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital are members of the Harvard HIV 
Vaccine Trials Unit, under direction of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. 

As we commemorate the Sixth Annual HIV 
Vaccine Awareness Day, we honor the thou-
sands of volunteers who have literally rolled 
up their sleeves to receive an experimental 
vaccine designed to prevent this disease. 
Without clinical trials of HIV vaccines and the 
support of these volunteers, community lead-
ers, researchers and educators, HIV will con-
tinue to devastate communities throughout the 
United States and the world. Communities in 
my district and around the nation will hold a 
variety of activities today to raise awareness 
about preventive HIV vaccine trials, why a 
vaccine is the best hope for stopping the 
spread of HIV, and how ordinary people can 

be a part of the international effort to stem the 
pandemic. I urge my colleagues to participate 
in these events and learn more about the work 
being done to find a vaccine for HIV/AIDS.

f 

REV. RICHARD POLMOUNTER 
CELEBRATES 25 YEARS IN 
PRIESTHOOD 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today I call 
the attention of the House of Representatives 
to the 25th anniversary of ordination to the 
priesthood of Reverend Richard J. 
Polmounter, pastor of Saint Mary, Help of 
Christians Church and Saint Mary’s Assump-
tion Church, and administrator of Saint Mary’s 
Assumption School, all located in Pittston, 
Pennsylvania. 

Father Polmounter, the son of Catherine B. 
Maduro Polmounter and the late Frederick S. 
Polmounter, is a 1970 graduate of Hazleton 
Senior High School. He attended Saint Pius X 
Seminary in Dalton and the University of 
Scranton, where he graduated with honors in 
1974 with a bachelor of arts in history. His ex-
tensive education also includes a master of 
science degree in religious education, which 
he received from Marywood College in 1983. 
He was ordained to the priesthood by the late 
Most Reverend J. Carroll McCormick, Bishop 
of Scranton, on May 6, 1978, at Saint Peter’s 
Cathedral in Scranton. He celebrated his first 
Mass the next day at his home parish, Holy 
Rosary Church, Hazleton. 

As Father Polmounter marks his silver sac-
erdotal jubilee, he is being honored for his 
service at several events this month. Bishop 
James Timlin of Scranton celebrated a Mass 
of Thanksgiving with Father Polmounter and 
all the jubilarians of the diocese on May 12 at 
Saint Peter’s Cathedral. 

A parish celebration will take place the 
weekend of May 17 and 18. On May 17, a 
Mass will be celebrated at Saint Mary, Help of 
Christians Church with the children of the par-
ish, and on May 18, a Mass will be celebrated 
at Saint Mary’s Assumption Church with the 
children of the parish school. A parish testi-
monial is planned for May 18 at the Saint An-
thony of Padua Parish Center. 

Before being appointed to his first and 
present pastorate in 1990, he served as an 
assistant pastor at Saints Peter and Paul 
Church in Plains, Saint Anthony of Padua 
Church in Dunmore, and the Church of Saint 
Mary of the Assumption, Old Forge. He also 
served for four years as the spiritual moder-
ator of the Diocesan Council of Catholic Men 
and served as chaplain of the Hazleton 
Heights Volunteer Fire Company #4. He also 
served for six years each on the Board of 
Education Committee of the Diocesan Schools 
Office and the Priests Retirement Advisory 
Board. He is a member of the Board of Pas-
tors of Seton Catholic High School and served 
two terms as the board secretary. He is cur-
rently serving a four-year term on the dioce-
san College of Consultors and the Presbyteral 
Council and is a member of the Greater 
Pittston Ministerium. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to congratulate 
Reverend Richard J. Polmounter on his 25th 
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anniversary of ordination to the priesthood, 
and I extend my best wishes to him and the 
parishioners he serves.

f 

JOBS AND GROWTH 
RECONCILIATION TAX ACT OF 2003

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 9, 2003

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
lican tax cut threatens our nation’s long-term 
economic future. It’s not fair. It’s not fast act-
ing, and it’s not fiscally responsible. That’s 
why I am voting against it today. 

Instead of this irresponsible plan, the House 
should be passing a bill that immediately stim-
ulates job growth and our economy. Unfortu-
nately, House Republican leaders silenced 
democratic debate by not allowing an alter-
native plan or any amendments to be offered 
in place of their reckless proposal. 

I support an alternative jobs and economic 
growth plan that creates 1.1 million new jobs, 
cuts $29 billion in taxes for working families, 
invests in small businesses and provides 
much-needed financial support to states this 
year. This plan also invests $26 billion in 
homeland and economic security and fore-
stalls state tax increases or service cutbacks, 
which would otherwise deepen the recession 
and destroy jobs. This is an immediate $129 
billion boost to our economy. 

More importantly, this package avoids corro-
sive long-term deficits that harm the economy 
and undermine job growth. This plan pays for 
itself over ten years. Large long-term deficits 
harm the economy by driving up interest rates 
and undermining business investment and job 
growth. This plan maintains fiscal discipline so 
we can plan for our children’s future. 

Unfortunately, the House can’t consider this 
proposal because it is being kept from the 
House floor today. Republican leaders are in-
stead pushing a plan that is tilted even more 
toward the wealthy than the President’s own 
proposal, adds billions to already record defi-
cits and does nothing to create new jobs for 
the unemployed. 

Republican leaders want to cut taxes for 
millionaires while leaving middle-income fami-
lies behind. Their plan reduces the top tax rate 
on both dividends and capital gains to 15 per-
cent. According to the non-partisan Tax Policy 
Center, this move saves taxpayers with in-
comes over 1 million an average of $42,800. 
Amazingly, the top 5 percent of households 
receive 75 percent of this plans tax cut bene-
fits. Under the Republican proposal, middle-in-
come Americans will only receive $217 this 
year. 

We are in danger of piling up $1.4 trillion in 
new debt over the next ten years if we pass 
these tax cuts today, a huge burden on our 
children’s future. Bigger deficits will crowd out 
other national priorities like education, job 
training, housing and homeland security. We 
still must pay for the war and reconstruction in 
Iraq and continue the war on terror. Big defi-
cits also leave Congress with little room to re-
inforce Social Security and Medicare, espe-
cially now when baby boomers are about to 
retire. 

I am extremely concerned about our na-
tion’s economy. I cannot support, however, 

saddling our children with massive debt. That 
is why I will continue to support a fair, bal-
anced plan and oppose the Republican tax 
cuts today.

f 

CREDIT FOR THE RECENT WAR 
WITH IRAQ 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, in the wake of 
the recent war with Iraq, many Americans are 
analyzing the battles and asking what lessons 
the military and its leadership learned. The 
Boston Globe carried an analysis on Tuesday, 
May 13, by Lawrence J. Korb, who was As-
sistant Secretary of Defense in President Rea-
gan’s administration. 

In Mr. Korb’s analysis, a great deal of credit 
for our success must go to President Clinton, 
who appointed many of the commanders, pre-
pared and recruited the troops, and modern-
ized the weapons and strategies used in the 
war. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Mr. Korb’s work to 
the entire House and ask that it appear in the 
RECORD at this time.

[From the Boston Globe, May 13, 2003] 
THANK CLINTON FOR A SPEEDY VICTORY IN 

IRAQ 
(By Lawrence J. Korb) 

While it is understandable that President 
George W. Bush and his secretary of defense 
are receiving plaudits for the relatively swift 
military victory in Iraq, the fact of the mat-
ter is that most of the credit for the success-
ful military operation should go to the Clin-
ton administration. 

As Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld 
noted, the battle plan that led to the Amer-
ican success was that of General Tommy 
Franks, an Army officer appointed to head 
the Central Command by the Clinton admin-
istration. More important, the military 
forces that executed that plan so boldly and 
bravely were for the most part recruited, 
trained, and equipped by the Clinton admin-
istration. 

The first Bush defense budget went into ef-
fect on Oct. 1, 2002, and none of the funds in 
that budget have yet had an impact on the 
quality of the men and women in the armed 
services, their readiness for combat, or the 
weapons they used to obliterate the Iraqi 
forces. 

Given the way that Bush and his surro-
gates disparaged Clinton’s approach to the 
military in his 2000 campaign, this is ironic. 
The president and his advisers claimed that 
Clinton had diminished the armed forces’ 
fighting edge by turning them into social 
workers and sending them too often on ‘‘use-
less’’ nation-building exercises. These same 
people also claimed that Clinton had so un-
derfunded the military that it was in a con-
dition similar to that which existed on the 
eve of Pearl Harbor. 

Throughout the summer and fall of 2000, 
Vice President Dick Cheney summed up the 
Bush team’s sentiment toward what Clinton 
had done to the military: He went around the 
country telling the military and the nation 
that help and additional support were on the 
way for our troops. 

Anyone examining the facts would know 
that these claims were bogus. The Clinton 
administration actually spent more money 
on defense than had the outgoing adminis-
tration of the first President Bush. The 

smaller outlays during the first Bush admin-
istration were developed and approved by 
Dick Cheney and Secretary of State Colin 
Powell, who were then serving as secretary 
of defense and chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff respectively. 

Clinton’s last secretary of defense, William 
Cohen, turned over to Rumsfeld a defense 
budget that was higher in real terms than 
what James Schlesinger had bequeathed to 
Rumsfeld when he took over the Pentagon 
for the first time in 1975 at the height of the 
Cold War. 

Not only did Clinton spend a large amount 
of money on the military; most of it was 
spent wisely. In the first Persian Gulf War, 
less than 10 percent of the bombs and mis-
siles that were dropped on Iraq were smart 
weapons. That number jumped to 70 percent 
during this war because the Clinton adminis-
tration ordered large quantities of upgraded 
munitions that made these ‘‘dumb’’ weapons 
smart. The Clinton administration also in-
vested heavily in the technology that gave 
the on-scene commanders a much more vivid 
picture of the battlefield than a decade ago. 

It was the Clinton administration that im-
proved the accuracy of the Tomahawk cruise 
missile and upgraded the Patriot missile, 
which was so much more effective this time 
than the original Patriot in the first Persian 
Gulf War. The Clinton administration also 
kept the quality of our military personnel 
high by closing the gap between military and 
private sector compensation, a gap that the 
first Bush administration had allowed to 
grow, and improving retirement and health 
benefits for military retirees. 

So if this latest military effort warrants a 
victory parade for the troops, let’s insist 
that Clinton and his secretaries of defense 
are invited. They deserve it. And if the Bush 
administration wants to learn how to rebuild 
the nation of Iraq, they might ask their 
predecessors how to go about it.

f 

IWA CALLING CARDS TO TROOPS 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to commend 
the young people at Incarnate Word Academy, 
IWA, in Corpus Christi, TX, for their under-
standing and concern about international 
events and their concern for U.S. troops still 
stationed overseas fighting the war on terror. 

These young people appreciate the military 
service of those in Iraq and Afghanistan—and 
elsewhere—and they are showing that con-
cern in a substantive way. They have raised 
money to buy calling cards so the men and 
women in uniform can call their homes and 
families. 

I am particularly proud of these young peo-
ple since they are from my congressional dis-
trict. As a member of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee, I know how important these 
amenities are for our troops stationed over-
seas. 

First of all, this saves our troops and their 
families’ money on telephone bills. Secondly, it 
demonstrates to those wearing our uniforms 
overseas that people understand their sacrifice 
and want to help in ways that they can. 

IWA could help in this way, and so they 
have. I want to thank Sister Camelia Hertlihy, 
IWA’s Elementary Principal; Mr. Adolfo Garza, 
IWA’s Middle School Principal; Ms. Suzanne 
Coleman, IWA’s High School Principal; IWA 
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Student Council Representatives; and the Pa-
triotic Committees from each school level for 
their hard work to make this happen. 

On Friday, they will present a check to Cap-
tain Paula Hinger, the Commanding Officer of 
the Corpus Christi Naval Air Station to for-
malize their gift of the heart to our warriors. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending these young people and the school 
officials for their generosity and for remem-
bering the difficult service our military offers 
the United States of America.

f 

A RESOLUTION HONORING JAMIE 
TITUS, LEGRAND SMITH SCHOL-
ARSHIP WINNER OF FULTON, MI 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, let it 
be known that it is with great respect for the 
outstanding record of excellence she has com-
piled in academics, leadership and community 
service, that I am proud to salute Jamie Titus, 
winner of the 2003 LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship. This award is made to young adults who 
have demonstrated that they are truly com-
mitted to playing important roles in our Na-
tion’s future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Jamie is being honored for dem-
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel-
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity 
for human service that distinguished the late 
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Jamie is an exceptional student at Athens 
High School, and possesses an outstanding 
record of achievement in high school. Jamie 
has received numerous awards for her excel-
lence in science as well as her volunteer ac-
tivities on missions to Mexico and Canada. 
Jamie has been recognized for her out-
standing performances in Track and Cross 
Country, and is a member of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 

Therefore, I am proud to join with her many 
admirers in extending my highest praise and 
congratulations to Jamie Titus for her selection 
as winner of a LeGrand Smith Scholarship. 
This honor is a testament to the parents, 
teachers, and others whose personal interest, 
strong support and active participation contrib-
uted to her success. To this remarkable young 
woman, I extend my most heartfelt good wish-
es for all her future endeavors.

f 

THE SECONDARY MORTGAGE 
MARKET FAIR COMPETITION ACT 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce, the ‘‘Secondary Mortgage Market Fair 
Competition Act.’’ The bill would allow states 
to tax Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac on their 
pre-tax earnings by eliminating Fannie and 
Freddie’s state and local tax-exempt status 
under their federal charter. 

When Congress chartered Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac (in 1968 and 1970 respectively) 

there was a need to provide a steady stream 
of revenue for home mortgage loans in order 
to increase homeownership in the U.S. Con-
gress provided certain privileges to Fannie 
and Freddie in their charter that would allow 
that stream of revenue to continue to grow. 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac corporations are 
now the leaders of the secondary mortgage 
market and have established a strong revenue 
source for the primary mortgage market. It is 
due to these successes that I believe it is time 
for Congress to amend the corporations’ char-
ter and repeal their local and state tax-exempt 
status. Due to the current state fiscal crises, 
Congress should not wait to enact this amend-
ment. 

A bank originates a loan to a home pur-
chaser and turns around and sells that loan to 
Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac, thus allowing the 
bank to use the proceeds from that first loan 
to originate another loan. Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac finance the purchase of these 
loans by issuing a tradable commodity in the 
form of mortgage-backed securities or MBS. 
When Congress chartered Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac it granted them special privi-
leges—among these is the state and local tax 
exemption—not available to other private-sec-
tor firms. This was done to attract investors to 
purchase Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac secu-
rities. This in turn provided a steady stream of 
revenue available for home mortgage loans 
and thus, increased homeownership in the 
U.S. In 1992, Congress refined their charter 
and placed new requirements on the corpora-
tions to expand homeownership opportunities 
to underserved communities. 

Fannie and Freddie are now thriving, suc-
cessful private corporations. In 2001, Fannie 
and Freddie earned $10 billion in profits com-
bined and made Fortune magazine’s list of 
most profitable companies. Fannie ranked 
13th while Freddie ranked 18th. Both have 
shown record profits every year during the 
past 10 years. Fannie and Freddie guarantee 
payments to bond investors for $2.7 trillion in 
mortgage debt or 44% of the U.S. total. Thirty-
five years after Fannie Mae’s charter, these 
two entities are strong and profitable enough 
to provide a steady stream of home loan rev-
enue without the state tax-exempt privilege. 

Their income is currently taxed at the fed-
eral level. But, they do not pay state or local 
corporate income taxes. In addition to the 
state tax exemption, other advantages of their 
federal charter include exemptions from Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission registration 
fees. The implied federal guarantee on their 
mortgage-backed securities also gets them 
lower borrowing costs than their competitors. 
In fact, in 2001 the Congressional Budget Of-
fice found that Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac’s 
government-chartered status translates into a 
subsidy of $13.6 billion per year for these pri-
vate, self-sufficient corporations. 

One might think that a subsidy of this nature 
is justified since the corporations are sup-
posed to provide homeownership opportunities 
to underserved homebuyers. However, recent 
reports show that despite this worthy goal, 
Fannie and Freddie may not be fulfilling this 
promise. In April 2002, the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) found 
that, ‘‘they continue to underperform the con-
ventional conforming market in funding the af-
fordable home purchase loans for borrowers 
and neighborhoods targeted by the housing 
goals.’’ The report also indicates that Fannie 

and Freddie ‘‘account for a very small share of 
the market for important groups such as mi-
nority first-time homebuyers.’’ 

Given all of these facts, I believe it is time 
to withdraw the exemption from state and local 
taxes for these companies. At a time when 
states are scrambling to find solutions to their 
budget shortfalls, passage of this legislation 
would provide a much-needed new revenue 
source for states that choose to tax Fannie 
and Freddie on their corporate income. My bill 
in no way requires the states to tax Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac, it merely allows them 
to do so. It will also help to level the playing 
field for Fannie and Freddie’s competitors by 
eliminating this tax advantage provided to 
Fannie and Freddie. At a time when states are 
facing fiscal crises and Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac are facing healthy profits, states 
should be provided the opportunity to tax 
these corporations just as states tax their 
competitors. 

The fact that these corporations are doing 
so well is a clear indicator that Congress’ 
charter has served the public and the home 
loan mortgage industry well. But these suc-
cesses should not lead Congress to shelter 
Fannie and Freddie from the rigors of the mar-
ketplace indefinitely. The need for Fannie and 
Freddie’s state and local tax-exempt status 
has come and gone. Let’s be true to states’ 
rights and allow the states to determine the 
tax treatment of these corporations within their 
borders. 

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor this bill 
to eliminate the state and local tax-exempt 
status no longer needed by the Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac corporations.

f 

RECOGNIZING CHICO STATE UNI-
VERSITY POLITICAL SCIENCE 
PROFESSOR JON SUTTON 
EBELING, PH.D. ON THE OCCA-
SION OF HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the significant 
achievements of Dr. Jon S. Ebeling, a retiring 
political science professor at Chico State Uni-
versity in Chico, California. 

Jon Ebeling earned his Bachelors of Arts in 
History from San Jose State College in 1962. 
Anxious to educate and serve, Jon entered 
the Peace Corps after graduation and was as-
signed to work in the first Peace Corps project 
in Ethiopia. 

Upon completing his Peace Corps project, 
Jon returned to the United States and reen-
tered school to pursue a postgraduate degree. 
In 1966 he earned his Masters Degree from 
UCLA and went on to receive his Ph.D. from 
the University of Pittsburgh in 1974. 

Dr. Ebeling’s enthusiasm for subject matter 
and life are contagious. Whether teaching sta-
tistics and research methods, public sector 
budgeting, evaluation research methods or 
cost analysis, Dr. Ebeling has the unique abil-
ity to make his courses both memorable and 
inspirational. 

It is not surprising that Dr. Ebeling is also 
very active outside of the classroom. In addi-
tion to his full teaching load, he has used the 
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little free time he has had to direct more than 
200 masters’ theses. 

Mr. Speaker, I earned my Masters Degree 
from Chico State University. There, I had the 
privilege of having Dr. Ebeling as a professor 
and an advisor. Were it not for the encourage-
ment of Dr. Ebeling, I probably would not have 
my Masters Degree today. He taught my class 
that we could, and should, make a difference. 
Dr. Ebeling has the ability to make you believe 
that you can reach out and touch government; 
he made me believe I could get involved. 

Mr. Speaker, for his invaluable contributions 
to Chico State University, his students, the 
Californian state government and our nation, it 
is most appropriate that we honor Dr. Jon Sut-
ton Ebeling.

f 

HONORING CLAIR MILLER 

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Clair Miller, a true American hero whose 
life has come to an end but whose legacy will 
endure. 

Clair lived a remarkable life. He grew up in 
a small town in Pennsylvania, where he 
played the piano, started a band, and became 
a professional musician. He joined the Army 
Air Forces in 1942 to serve his country. He 
was captured by the Germans and spent nine 
months as a prisoner of war, a time during 
which he endured constant beatings and men-
tal and physical abuse. He received the Purple 
Heart and many other medals for his service. 

In 1964, Clair joined the Office of Special In-
vestigations to investigate Nazi persecution 
during the war. He then joined the staff of 
Mease Dunedin Hospital and worked there for 
18 years. He was appointed to the Dunedin 
City Commission in 1979, a body on which he 
served so ably that it proclaimed December 
17, 1982, as ‘‘Clair Miller Day.’’ 

Clair also was active in many volunteer, 
service, and military organizations. He self-
lessly devoted his time, energy, and money to 
help those less fortunate than himself, to pre-
serve the City of Dunedin’s rich history, and to 
protect the benefits that our veterans earned 
as a result of their service to our country. 

Clair Miller’s story, however, is more than 
that of veteran, volunteer, and community 
leader. He was a loving husband to his beau-
tiful wife, Geale. He was a patriot who 
preached about the importance of freedom 
and the price to protect it. He also was my 
friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have known 
Clair Miller. I will miss him, as will his many 
friends, family, and others whose lives were 
fortunate to have crossed paths with his. I 
hope my words here today will in some small 
measure comfort his family and serve as a 
lasting memorial to a modern day patriot.

f 

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING 
GEORGE GANTNER 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, 

Whereas, George Gantner has dem-
onstrated professionalism and a dedication to 
safety; and 

Whereas, George Gantner has logged 3 mil-
lion miles, the equivalent of circling the earth’s 
equator 120 times, without a single prevent-
able accident; and 

Whereas, George Gantner must be com-
mended for the hard work and dedication he 
put forth over his last 33 years at Roadway 
Express; 

Therefore, I join the International Brother-
hood of Teamsters Local 413, Roadway Ex-
press, and the residents of Ohio in congratu-
lating George Gantner for his outstanding 
achievement.

f 

SARS 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
express my concern about the outbreak of Se-
vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in 
Taiwan. Despite the World Health Organiza-
tion’s categorization of the disease as ‘‘a 
worldwide health threat,’’ it has refused to help 
Taiwan during this time of need. 

What the WHO has failed to realize is that 
‘‘worldwide health threats’’ do not remain neat-
ly behind political borders. Taiwan may not yet 
be a member of the WHO or a recognized 
independent state by some countries, but that 
does not make SARS any less of a threat to 
the Taiwanese people. 

This crisis underlines the need for Taiwan to 
be granted observer status in the WHO, much 
like their status in the World Trade Organiza-
tion. Global health risks must be addressed 
wherever they may occur and regardless of 
the political environments surrounding them. 
We should not expose the Taiwanese people 
to unnecessary health risks simply because 
their status in some intergovernmental organi-
zations is uncertain. 

I urge my colleagues to remain outspoken in 
their support of Taiwan’s bid to gain observer 
status in the WHO so that dangerous diseases 
like SARS may be battled wherever they 
occur.

f 

A RESOLUTION HONORING BART 
NORTHRUP, LEGRAND SMITH 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER OF TE-
CUMSEH, MI 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, let it 
be known that it is with great respect for the 
outstanding record of excellence he has com-
piled in academics, leadership and community 
service, that I am proud to salute Bart 
Northrup, winner of the 2003 LeGrand Smith 
Scholarship. This award is made to young 
adults who have demonstrated that they are 
truly committed to playing important roles in 
our Nation’s future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Bart is being honored for demonstrating 

that same generosity of spirit, intelligence, re-
sponsible citizenship, and capacity for human 
service that distinguished the late LeGrand 
Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Bart is an exceptional student at Tecumseh 
Creek High School, and possesses an out-
standing record of achievement in high school. 
Bart has received numerous awards for his 
excellence in music, science and math, as 
well as his volunteer activities with the Secret 
Santa Shop, The Boy Scouts, and the Com-
munity Euchre Tournament. Bart has also ac-
cumulated numerous awards for his accom-
plishments in music, and has participated in 
Honors Bands at both the University of Michi-
gan and Eastern Michigan University. 

Therefore, I am proud to join with his many 
admirers in extending my highest praise and 
congratulations to Bart Northrup for his selec-
tion as winner of a LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship. This honor is a testament to the parents, 
teachers, and others whose personal interest, 
strong support and active participation contrib-
uted to his success. To this remarkable young 
man, I extend my most heartfelt good wishes 
for all his future endeavors.

f 

TRIBUTE TO TOM BROOKS 

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to an amazing public servant who will 
be retiring shortly. For 11 years, Port Aransas 
City Manager Tom Brooks has served his 
community by showing how smart develop-
ment, a park system, and eco-tourism can be 
forces for the local economy. 

Tom Brooks is the force who—through his 
smile, friendliness and force of personality—
negotiated his way through a host of oper-
ations that brought success to his city, Port A, 
as it is commonly called in South Texas. From 
the beginning of his service, Tom sought out 
elements of economic growth, showing his 
steady hand by holding firmly to goals outlined 
in Vision 2000, a city planning guide. 

His service to Port A covers a 100% of park 
development in Port A including: a community 
park, paradise pond, birding facilities and 
Charlie’s Pasture. Of all his accomplishments, 
the Charlie’s Pasture project is a point of pride 
for Tom and the city he served so well. Char-
lie’s Pasture will be situated upon 1,500 acres 
of tidal flats, but it includes uplands with trees 
and a beach area on the bayside. 

Tom’s vision for Charlie’s Pasture includes 
all species: local residents, South Texas tour-
ists and wildlife. Habitat for the endangered 
Piping Plover and threatened Snowy Plover 
birds will be protected here. The Pasture will 
be ideal for bird watching, fishing and hiking. 

Beyond Port A, Tom’s careful financial stew-
ardship of the town leaves it in a fiscally ad-
vantageous place. At the state, federal and 
Coastal Bend level, Tom leaves Port A with a 
reputation for finding common ground with 
economic and environmental concerns. 

At the federal level, Tom can take pride in 
helping shape the Coastal Management Plan 
and the Dune Protection Act, both important 
legislative components to barrier island devel-
opment. His service will be marked by main-
taining growth without sacrificing the environ-
ment. 
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His direct approach gets things done for his 

community. An open door office policy and 
quick thinking made him a great city manager 
and a unique public official. Through his hard 
work Tom has earned this retirement. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in 
commending Tom Brooks for his tremendous 
accomplishments during his service to Port A.

f 

RECOGNIZING PAT MOODY OF 
‘‘MOODY IN THE MORNING’’

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the accomplishments of Pat Moody, 
host of the popular radio show, ‘‘Moody in the 
Morning.’’ Born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
Pat has enjoyed a thirty year storied career in 
broadcast media informing and entertaining 
the residents of Southwest Michigan with his 
communication skills and talents. Behind the 
scenes, Pat has been extremely active within 
the communities of Southwest Michigan, filling 
such prominent roles as Executive Vice Presi-
dent of the Cornerstone Chamber of Com-
merce, Vice-Chairman of the Lake Michigan 
College Board of Trustees, and Member of the 
Berrien County Cancer Service Board of Di-
rectors, just to name a few of his volunteer ac-
tivities. In fact, Pat Moody has also been hon-
ored with the Volunteer of the Year award that 
identifies him as one of the most dedicated 
servants in all of Southwest Michigan. Con-
stantly working to contribute to his community, 
Pat has truly earned my admiration and the 
respect of the entire Southwest Michigan 
Community. Happy anniversary, Pat! We wish 
you continued success!

f 

IN SUPPORT OF ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY LEGISLATION 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I come to the 
floor today to introduce an important energy 
efficiency bill, along with Representatives 
ENGEL, BILIRAKIS, GRAVES, KILPATRICK, and 
others. The aim of this legislation is to bring 
real energy savings to homeowners and busi-
nesses, while increasing U.S. energy security. 

Specifically, this legislation would provide a 
tax credit for the use of Energy Star-qualified 
heating and cooling systems and windows. As 
you know, the Department of Energy’s Energy 
Star program endorses products and appli-
ances that meet high energy efficiency stand-
ards. Last year alone, with the help of the En-
ergy Star program, Americans saved enough 
energy to power 10 million homes—saving en-
ergy consumers approximately $6 billion. Ob-
viously, the Energy Star program is worthy of 
our support. 

My bill will encourage further growth of 
smart, energy-conserving technology by mak-
ing it more affordable. This legislation comes 
at a time when America can no longer afford 
to ignore its looming national energy crisis. 
Since the energy crisis of the 1970s, the 

United States has increased its energy use by 
30 percent, while domestic energy production 
has increased only 14 percent. Even more 
troubling is the Department of Energy’s pre-
dictions that, by 2020, U.S. energy consump-
tion will increase 50 percent for natural gas, 
43 percent for electricity, 35 percent for petro-
leum, and 22 percent for coal. The course we 
are on is unsustainable. 

There is no single silver bullet to solving our 
energy challenge. We need a three-pronged 
approach, which includes increasing domestic 
production; urging sensible conservation; and 
encouraging more energy efficiency. Unfortu-
nately, energy efficiency is often the least em-
phasized and most overlooked approach to in-
creasing U.S. energy independence. 

Innovations by private industry have greatly 
increased our energy efficiency over the past 
20 or 30 years. Homes, offices and manufac-
turing plants now use about 25 percent less 
energy compared to 20 years ago, due to 
more efficient appliances, equipment and con-
struction. Today’s best air conditioners use 50 
percent less energy to produce the same 
amount of cooling as air conditioners built in 
the mid–1970s. This directly benefits our en-
ergy security and the environment. 

Last month, the House passed a com-
prehensive energy bill (H.R. 6) to help Amer-
ica meet its energy challenges. Included in the 
House energy bill is an $18 billion tax-incen-
tive package that will boost energy efficiency 
for homes and businesses, encourage more 
generation from renewable energy, and further 
the development alternative energy sources. 
However, H.R. 6 does not address the Energy 
Star products in my legislation. Including the 
provisions of my bill in a comprehensive en-
ergy plan would help strengthen our nation’s 
energy policy. 

The bottom line is that America can no 
longer afford to ignore its looming national en-
ergy crisis. My legislation can play a small but 
significant role in a balanced, realistic policy 
that produces more energy, protects the envi-
ronment and expands our economy. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in cosponsoring this leg-
islation.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I was not re-
corded for two votes last night and would like 
the record to reflect that I would have voted as 
follows: Rollcall No. 183—yes; No. 184—yes.

f 

NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS’ 
MEMORIAL DAY 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to all the true heroes—our law en-
forcement officers—who last year made the 
supreme sacrifice of their tomorrows so that 
we might live in peace and safety today. 

President John F. Kennedy proclaimed May 
15th as National Peace Officers’ Memorial 

Day in 1962. However, it was not until May 
15, 1982 that the first National Peace Officers’ 
Memorial Day Service was held in Wash-
ington, DC. It is important that all citizens 
know and understand the duties, responsibil-
ities, hazards, and sacrifices of their law en-
forcement agencies. The memorial that was 
created in Washington, DC stands as a daily 
reminder of these dangers facing our law en-
forcement officers and of how these brave 
men and women died facing them. 

In honor of the law enforcement officers 
who, through their courageous deeds, have 
made the ultimate sacrifice in service to their 
community or have become disabled in the 
performance of duty, Mr. Speaker, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing and pay-
ing respect to our fallen heroes.

f 

A RESOLUTION HONORING 
BRIENNE WILLCOCK, LEGRAND 
SMITH SCHOLARSHIP WINNER OF 
HORTON, MI 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, let it 
be known that it is with great respect for the 
outstanding record of excellence she has com-
piled in academics, leadership and community 
service, that I am proud to salute Brienne 
Willcock, winner of the 2003 LeGrand Smith 
Scholarship. This award is made to young 
adults who have demonstrated that they are 
truly committed to playing important roles in 
our Nation’s future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Brienne is being honored for dem-
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel-
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity 
for human service that distinguished the late 
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Brienne is an exceptional student at Han-
over Horton High School, and possesses an 
outstanding record of achievement in high 
school. Brienne has received awards for her 
excellence in English, as well as her volunteer 
activities with The Girls Scouts, earning a Sil-
ver Award. Brienne has also garnered several 
awards and much respect from her peers for 
her exceptional leadership skills. 

Therefore, I am proud to join with her many 
admirers in extending my highest praise and 
congratulations for her selection as winner of 
a LeGrand Smith Scholarship. This honor is a 
testament to the parents, teachers, and others 
whose personal interest, strong support and 
active participation contributed to her success. 
To this remarkable young woman, I extend my 
most heartfelt good wishes for all her future 
endeavors.

f 

IN HONOR OF CAROLE ROGERS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Carole Rogers. Ms. Rogers 
spent two decades as a tireless advocate for 
women’s rights as the Director of Public Policy 
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at Planned Parenthood Affiliates of Ohio. Her 
diligent work to protect reproductive freedoms 
has improved the lives of countless women. 

Carole Rogers has a long record of commit-
ment to the state of Ohio. She received a 
Masters Degree in History from Ohio State 
University. She worked as a consultant for the 
state and took part in ‘‘The Columbus Still 
Cares About Schools Committee,’’ a Blue Rib-
bon Task Force which was established to 
peacefully desegregate schools and pass a 
school district levy. She also worked on nu-
merous political campaigns ranging from Cam-
paign Manager for City Council candidate to 
State Campaign Chair for a presidential can-
didate. 

Ms. Rogers is the author of many writings. 
She has written ‘‘Weatherization in Ohio’’, for 
the General Assembly, published by the State 
of Ohio, and co-authored ‘‘Battelle Memorial 
Institute Foundation, A History and Evalua-
tion’’, published by the Ohio Historical Society. 
She has also written for the Planned Parent-
hood Affiliation of Ohio. 

Ms. Rogers has led countless campaigns to 
protect women’s rights. In 1986 she fought for 
the first ever family planning fund in the state 
of Ohio. She has helped organize the influen-
tial March for Women’s Lives in Columbus. 
For many years she provided coordination for 
the statewide Freedom of Choice Ohio Coali-
tion and for the statewide Ohio Family Plan-
ning Association. Recently, Ms. Rogers has 
fought to increase state family planning fund-
ing to its current level of over $1.95 million an-
nually. 

Most recently, Ms. Rogers was instrumental 
in forming the Alliance for Contraceptive Eq-
uity, a coalition whose mission is to advocate 
for passage of legislation that would require 
insurers to cover prescription contraception in 
the same way they cover other prescription 
medication. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
accomplishments of Carole Rogers for her 
courageous and dedicated work on behalf of 
women’s rights.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE WAUWATOSA 
EAST HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR. 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the outstanding perform-
ance of Wauwatosa East High School in the 
We the People: The Citizen and the Constitu-
tion national finals held here in Washington, 
DC this past April. These exceptional young 
people competed against 48 other teams from 
across the country, and demonstrated a re-
markable understanding of the fundamental 
ideals and values of our constitutional govern-
ment. 

Administered by the Center for Civic Edu-
cation, the program is one of the most exten-
sive of its kind, reaching more than 26 million 
students at the elementary, middle and high 
schools. The national finals competition simu-
lates a Congressional hearing whereby high 
school students testify as Constitutional ex-
perts before a panel of judges. 

I wish to express my sincere congratula-
tions, respect, and best wishes to Ida Assefa, 

Stephen Brown, Jon Bzdawka, Michael Chay, 
Erin Curtis, Devin Drobka, Kathryn Finley, 
Ayesha Hasan, Angela Jarosz, Suzanne 
Jarosz, Margaret Jarvis, Elisabeth Kebbekus, 
Rebecca Keber, Jacob Kriegisch, Laura 
Krumenauer, Jaclyn Mich, Emily Nell, Meagan 
Parker, Jessica Ried, Heidi Simon, Madeline 
Smith, Kristina St. Charles, Carly Stingl, Sheila 
Vance, Ignatius Vishnevetsky, Sarah 
Wainscott, Lucas Westaas and their teacher, 
Beth Ratway.

f 

HONORING FATHER ROBERT 
CRIDER FOR HIS 50 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Father Robert Crider. Father 
Crider has exemplified the finest qualities of 
leadership and service and is being honored 
for his 50-year commitment as an ordained 
Roman Catholic Priest. 

Father Crider was ordained on May 14, 
1953. He was born and raised in St. Louis, 
MO, but has served parishes in northwest Mis-
souri during many of his years in the priest-
hood. From 1962–1975, Father Crider served 
as a Missionary Priest in Bolivia, South Amer-
ica. Upon returning to the United States, he 
continued his service to the Catholic Church in 
northwest Missouri again. 

In 1991, Father Crider was appointed parish 
priest of Saint Ann’s Catholic Church in 
Plattsburg, Missouri, and currently serves in 
that capacity. He is respected by all members 
of the parish for his dedication to his church 
and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Father Robert Crider, who exem-
plifies the qualities of dedication and service 
as both an ordained Roman Catholic Priest 
and as a citizen of northwest Missouri.

f 

A RESOLUTION HONORING DER-
RICK MILLER, LEGRAND SMITH 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER OF UNION 
CITY MI 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, let it 
be known that it is with great respect for the 
outstanding record of excellence he has com-
piled in academics, leadership and community 
service, that I am proud to salute Derrick Mil-
ler, winner of the 2003 LeGrand Smith Schol-
arship. This award is made to young adults 
who have demonstrated that they are truly 
committed to playing important roles in our 
Nation’s future. 

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Derrick is being honored for dem-
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel-
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity 
for human service that distinguished the late 
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan. 

Derrick is an exceptional student at Union 
City High School, and possesses an out-

standing record of achievement in high school. 
Derrick has received numerous awards for his 
excellence in academics, as well as his volun-
teer activities with the Soup-R-Bowl project. 
Derrick is also active in Student Council and 
National Honor Society. 

Therefore, I am proud to join with his many 
admirers in extending my highest praise and 
congratulations to Derrick Miller for his selec-
tion as winner of a LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship. This honor is a testament to the parents, 
teachers, and others whose personal interest, 
strong support and active participation contrib-
uted to his success. To this remarkable young 
man, I extend my most heartfelt good wishes 
for all his future endeavors.

f 

H.R. 1000, PENSION SECURITY ACT 
OF 2003

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2003

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
December 3, 2001, ENRON filed for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy protection, and America’s work-
ing men and women are still waiting for legis-
lation that will protect and secure their pen-
sions. 

Nearly 50 million workers have 401(k)s or 
similar pension plans, and a number of provi-
sions in H.R. 1000 are not in their best inter-
ests. I read H.R. 1000 with one question in 
mind, ‘‘Would an ENRON employee have ben-
efited from this legislation?’’ 

The answer to that question is ‘‘no.’’ Not 
only does H.R. 1000 fail to protect working 
men and women from corporate abuses, in 
some cases it puts their retirement incomes at 
even greater risk. 

This bill opens a loop-hole for financial advi-
sors, allowing self-interested investment firms 
to be the principal financial advisors to em-
ployees. This bill also locks employees into 3- 
year stock holding situations, undermining 
their ability to diversify and protect their retire-
ment if the company fails. 

H.R. 1000 also fails to protect older workers’ 
retirement incomes in cash balance pension 
conversions. Without protections, many older 
workers could see their pensions slashed by 
as much as 50%. 

The Democratic substitute addresses these 
issues, and it also ensures that the retirement 
packages of employees are equal to those of 
their employers. 

It is a sad fact that Congress is now respon-
sible for enacting morality laws for a corporate 
America, who, if Enron and Global Crossings 
are any example, has demonstrated an inabil-
ity to conduct itself ethically. 

We are the last line of defense between the 
rank and file employee and his corporate hier-
archy. H.R. 1000 contains too many loop-
holes, oversights, and executive exemptions to 
effectively secure the pensions of our nation’s 
working men and women. 

I urge my colleagues to vote no on H.R. 
1000, and vote for the Democratic substitute. 
I know that if Enron’s former employees were 
able to vote here today, they would do just 
that.
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HONORING JOHN MEHRMANN OF 

MANCHESTER, NH 

HON. JEB BRADLEY 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. BRADLEY of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Manchester’s 
John Mehrmann, New Hampshire’s winner of 
the VFW’s Voice of Democracy Scholarship 
contest. This contest is held each year to give 
high school students the opportunity to voice 
their opinion on their responsibility to our 
country. The following is Mr. Mehrmann’s 
essay:

We were just kids. All our lives, everything 
was perfect; everything worked. Everything 
was planned. We went to school. We came 
home. We slept. We went to school. We came 
home. We slept. And somewhere along the 
road of our lives, we would graduate from 
school. After graduating from school, we 
would go to a new school, we would come 
home, and we would sleep. There was noth-
ing to fear; there would always be food in the 
fridge and gas in the car. Every time we 
flicked the light switch, there would be 
light. 

Then something happened. Suddenly some-
thing, somehow, someway, somewhere—shat-
tered. As the dust settled and the magnitude 
of what we’d lost became clear, it wasn’t the 
death of an age for us, and it wasn’t the 
death of jokes. But as we walked across the 
street or through the halls or drove our cars, 
something was different. The world was 
smaller that day, and all the faces—you with 
your expensive car, or you who always had 
something important to say—they all looked 
so much alike. They didn’t all have the same 
hair color or number of freckles. Some had 
straight teeth and some had big chins. But 
they were all sad. All thinking. 

Innocence died that day—the innocence 
that let us worry about our grades, or the 
pimples on our noses. The freedom to do 
what we wanted, when we wanted, was lost 
somewhere in a hundred stories of broken 
steel and dust. We didn’t grow up when we 
got our driver’s licenses, and we didn’t grow 
up when we got our first jobs or even when 
we turned 18. We all grew up when we had to. 

We heard a lot of talk after our abrupt 
maturation about freedom and responsi-
bility. There were a lot of speeches, and ev-
eryone seemed very serious. But mostly, we 
knew. We knew we could never be kids again. 
We finally realized what it meant to be re-
sponsible. Being responsible was doing our 
best, even when no one was watching. The re-
sponsibility thrust on us some unexpectedly 
one late summer morning opened our eyes. 
We learned to think with our minds and feel 
with our hearts. Now the people we heard 
speaking French or Swahili when we came to 
school each day weren’t foreign—they were 
victims of reality like the rest of us.

We never knew how or when we would grow 
up. We didn’t know why we had to. Then we 
saw the photos and the film clips of men and 
women leaping from flames only to careen 
hundreds of feet to their deaths. Again and 
again, we saw the missiles which we had all 
thought so harmless piloted to murder what 
could have been our entire school in an in-
stant. 

Freedom wasn’t a badge. Freedom isn’t a 
badge. It isn’t a prize trophy to be flaunted 
and waved in the faces of the enslaved. Free-
dom is a burden, but a burden worth its 
prices. Responsibility is the price of freedom. 
Freedom does not unequivocally allow for 
self-indulgence. Self-indulgence and selfish-

ness are not responsible, and it is irrespon-
sible to self-perpetuate at anyone’s expense. 
We think identities to be so important, and 
we imagine our lives to be so worthy of 
greatness that we forget the community of 
mankind of which we are so preciously min-
iscule a part. 

Obsequiousness and submission are not the 
stigmas they were before adolescence was 
made extinct. Freedom is not a right to indi-
viduality, but a right to community. It is a 
right of individuals to determine their soci-
ality within the bounds of a world not lim-
ited to oceans or lines drawn on a map, but 
one which spans the entirety of a globe, en-
compassing a myriad of peoples with enu-
merable concerns. It is the responsibility of 
the world’s free people to determine which 
concerns take precedence. The free peoples 
of the world must recognize the greater 
goods for which to strive. Absolute sin-
gularity is no longer an option.

f 

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF TRAVEL 
AND TOURISM 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, this week our Na-
tion will celebrate the 20th Anniversary of 
America’s leading industry—the industry you 
all use—but never consider as an industry. It’s 
called the Travel and Tourism Industry. 

The Travel and Tourism Industry is present 
in every Congressional district in the US. It’s 
our restaurants, our museums, rental car com-
panies, hotels, sports arenas, ski shops, and 
beaches. 

Travel and Tourism brings in over $1.5 bil-
lion to the economy of my district alone. There 
are 18 million Americans employed directly or 
indirectly by the tourism industry, and it is one 
of the few industries that creates a multi-billion 
dollar trade surplus. 

As Co-chair of the Congressional Travel and 
Tourism Caucus, I’ve worked with my col-
league MARK FOLEY of Florida to educate this 
body on the importance of tourism to this Na-
tion’s economy and to our districts’ local 
economies. 

The Travel and Tourism Industry has suf-
fered many setbacks over the last two years 
including 9/11, the War in Iraq, SARS, and our 
struggling economy. All this hurt an industry 
which requires people to have confidence. So 
I encourage all Americans to take this oppor-
tunity to get out there. Take a trip, go to din-
ner, or visit a park or museum. Enjoy this 
great country of ours and share it with others. 

Let’s honor the 20th Anniversary of National 
Travel and Tourism Week.

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor those police officers who 
devotedly and selflessly work to protect and 
serve the public on a daily basis. I also pay 
special tribute to those men and women who 
have given their lives in the line of duty. 

According to the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation data, 152 law enforcement officers lost 
their lives while protecting our communities 
across America in 2002. Of those 72 died by 
criminal acts, including 54 officers shot, two 
stabbed, four fatally injured in assaults, and 12 
who were killed when somebody drove a vehi-
cle into them. The other officers died as a re-
sult of accidents. 

During this week of poignant ceremonies, 
New Mexico remembers three police officers 
from our State who died last year. We honor 
Officer Jeffrey Cole Russell of the Albu-
querque Police Department, Police Officer 
Kevin William Schultz of the Pojoaque Pueblo 
Tribal Police Department, and Deputy Sheriff 
Damacio Montano of the Valencia County 
Sheriff’s Department. We will never forget 
these men who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

All Americans should keep alive the memory 
of these three brave and heroic men, and rec-
ognize the contributions of the countless other 
law enforcement officers who have either been 
slain or disabled while performing their duties. 
For these reasons I am a proud member of 
the Congressional Law Enforcement Caucus. 
Throughout my public career, I have done ev-
erything that I can to provide for law enforce-
ment. Whether it is fighting for the COPS pro-
gram or working to see the Bulletproof Vest 
Partnership Program be reauthorized, I am 
eternally grateful for the service of our men 
and women in blue. 

Sadly, in our society today, unless we are 
personally affected by violence or disorder, we 
often do not realize the dedication of our law 
enforcement officers, and the sacrifices they 
make to keep our communities safe. ‘‘National 
Police Week’’ is an important time for all 
Americans to recognize the role law enforce-
ment officers play in safeguarding the rights 
and freedoms we all enjoy daily and give 
thanks for their countless hours of service. 

Mr. Speaker, we owe a debt of gratitude not 
only to the slain officers who served their com-
munities so courageously by preserving law 
and order, but also to their families, who have 
lost a spouse, parent or child. Our law en-
forcement officers are heroes and we must 
never forget their contributions and sac-
rifices—during ‘‘National Police Week,’’ they 
are well remembered.

f 

RECOGNIZING COMMUNITY HOUS-
ING WORKS OF ESCONDIDO, CA 

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Community Housing 
Works (CHWorks) of Escondido, CA for re-
ceiving the Fannie Mae Foundation’s annual 
Maxwell Award of Excellence on May 13, 
2003. 

Community Housing Works was created by 
the 2002 merger of Community Housing of 
North County and the San Diego Neighbor-
hood Housing Services to provide housing, re-
investment and community leadership opportu-
nities throughout the San Diego region. 
CHWorks was one of eight organizations 
hand-picked to be an inaugural member of the 
San Diego Foundation’s Organizational Effec-
tiveness capacity building program. 
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Community Housing Works helps the home-

less and also helps people achieve stable 
rental housing and homeownership by pro-
viding personal finance education, home-
ownership classes and counseling, and low-in-
come and first-time homebuyers with down 
payment and closing costs. This organization 
has acquired and refurbished more than 70 
homes and helped more than 400 low and 
moderate income people buy homes in San 
Diego County. They have also rehabilitated 
nearly 800 apartments in well maintained rent-
al complexes. Their award winning designs 
have received national recognition, from TIME 
magazine to the American Institute of Archi-
tects. 

The Fannie Mae Foundation is recognizing 
Community Housing Works today for their 
dedication to the refurbishment of the Bandar 
Salaam apartment complex. Due to the efforts 
of CHWorks, the Bandar Salaam apartment 
complex is now a safe, renovated home for 
340 residents, and it will remain affordable for 
the next 55 years. This complex is primarily 
occupied by Somali refugees with large fami-
lies. Prior to the acquisition by CHWorks, 
many of the Somali residents found the living 
conditions no better than at the refugee camps 
that they had fled. Bandar Salaam has 
evolved into a place where people are cre-
ating a land of peace in the community. 

The success of this project is due to the 
creativity and flexibility of CHWorks, and the 
commitment of a number of private financing 
sources, including the San Diego Housing 
Commission, the Bank of America, the Cali-
fornia Equity Fund, and the San Francisco 
Federal Home Loan Bank. I would also like to 
recognize the incredible efforts of the dedi-
cated and organized community of the Bandar 
Salaam complex. These residents were willing 
to accept many challenges in order to make 
their community vibrant and healthy. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in con-
gratulating Community Housing Works, the 
residents of the Bandar Salaam complex, and 
all those who assisted in making this project a 
success.

f 

HONORING DOYLE ELAM CARLTON 

HON. JIM DAVIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Doyle Elam Carlton, Jr., a sixth-gen-
eration Floridian whose love of our state, its 
people and its land made him one of Florida’s 
finest public servants. 

Although Doyle was raised in Tampa, his 
heart was in Florida’s countryside. A success-
ful cattleman, Doyle held a deep respect for 
the land and was all cowboy through and 
through. 

However, most Floridians remember Doyle 
for his years in public service and the integrity 
with which he served. Doyle was a state sen-
ator for 10 years, and during that time he was 
repeatedly recognized for his leadership. His 
work in the Senate to secure funding for the 
eradication of the screwworm, which was dev-
astating Florida’s cattle, earned him his 1991 
induction into the Florida Agriculture Hall of 
Fame. 

In 1957, he fought an attempt by the Legis-
lature to close Florida’s public schools rather 

than comply with the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
order to integrate. In recognition of his efforts, 
the Florida Democratic party gave him the first 
LeRoy Collins Award for Political Courage. 

During Doyle’s 1960 run for governor, he 
narrowly lost the Democratic runoff to Farris 
Bryant because he chose to face down seg-
regationists rather than give into political pres-
sures. Shortly before the runoff, Doyle publicly 
stated that he would not remove his children 
from a public school if it was integrated. 

Every Floridian who enjoys our annual Flor-
ida State Fair also owes a debt of gratitude to 
Doyle. In 1976, Doyle became a charter mem-
ber of the Florida State Fair authority and 
served as chairman for more than a decade. 
Doyle and his wife helped create the Cracker 
Country exhibit at the Fair, a preserved collec-
tion of Florida’s pioneer buildings. For his ef-
forts the Tampa Historical Society presented 
him with the D.B. McKay Award for significant 
contributions to the cause of Florida’s history. 

Doyle will also be remembered for his gen-
erosity to a host of charitable causes including 
the Hardee Memorial Hospital, Pioneer Park in 
Zolfo Springs and Tampa’s Joshua House for 
unwed mothers. Doyle served on the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s brotherhood Commission 
from 1956 to 1963 and as Vice President of 
the Florida Baptist Convention in 1960. He 
was an active member of Wauchula Baptist 
Church, where he was memorialized this 
week. 

Most of all, Doyle was a family man. A dedi-
cated husband to his wife, Mildred, and father 
of three, Doyle always made time for family. 
On behalf of the Tampa Bay community, I 
would like to extend my deepest sympathies 
to Doyle’s family and friends. Doyle’s selfless, 
lifelong devotion to Florida and all its citizens 
made him a man for all seasons and a shining 
example for every Floridian he touched. Doyle 
encouraged and guided countless leaders 
throughout Florida and his example will con-
tinue to inspire the best in future generations 
of Floridians.

f 

MINING LAW REFORM 
LEGISLATION 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, nearly 131 years 
to the day after President Ulysses S. Grant 
signed the 1872 General Mining Law, today I 
am introducing legislation to provide much 
needed environmental and fiscal oversight for 
the hardrock mining industry, the nation’s larg-
est toxic polluter. Joining me in sponsoring 
this bill are CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, JAY INSLEE, 
EARL BLUMENAUER, BRIAN BAIRD, SHEILA JACK-
SON-LEE, DALE KILDEE, GEORGE MILLER, BILL 
LIPINSKI, MARK UDALL, RON KIND, BARNEY 
FRANK, GRACE NAPOLITANO, ENI 
FALEOMAVAEGA, RAUL GRIJALVA, HILDA SOLIS, 
BETTY MCCOLLUM, ADAM SCHIFF, and JIM 
MCDERMOTT. I would add that our bill is en-
dorsed by 43 organizations representing af-
fected citizens and taxpayers across the Na-
tion. 

This bipartisan legislation would overhaul an 
antiquated statute signed into law by President 
Grant on May 10, 1872—a law that contains 
no environmental protection provisions gov-

erning the mining of hardrock minerals such 
as platinum, gold, silver, and copper on public 
domain lands in the western States; prevents 
the federal government from stopping ill-ad-
vised proposed mines on federal lands; and 
has left the headwaters of 40 percent of west-
ern waterways polluted by mining. The 1872 
Mining Law also allows extraction of these 
minerals from the public domain without the 
payment of a royalty to the American tax-
payers and allows a mining company to pur-
chase mineral rich public lands for no more 
than $5 an acre irrespective of its true value. 

Our legislation would bring hardrock mining 
law into the 21st century. It would protect pre-
cious water resources from toxic mine waste 
with much needed environmental standards, 
and prevent mining industry ripoffs by requir-
ing the industry to pay a royalty on the extrac-
tion of publicly owned minerals. It would also 
prevent mining operations from endangering 
federally designated wilderness areas and 
other special places by requiring land man-
agers to weigh mine proposals against other 
potential land uses when making permitting 
decisions. 

The lack of a royalty in the 1872 Mining Law 
and the absence of deterrents or penalties for 
irresponsible mining have caused enormous 
taxpayer giveaways and liabilities. Under the 
Mining Law the federal government has given 
away over $245 billion in mineral rich public 
lands. And, in return, the mining industry has 
left taxpayers with a cleanup bill estimated to 
be in the range of $32 to $72 billion for hun-
dreds of thousands of abandoned mines that 
pollute the western landscape.

To be sure, Congress has attempted to re-
form the Mining Law at various times over its 
history—each time to be thwarted by powerful 
mining interests. Former Congressman Mo 
Udall came close to achieving reform of the 
mining law in the 1970’s. During the 102d 
Congress in 1991, I introduced mining reform 
legislation and we came close to enacting leg-
islation that would have reformed this archaic 
law in 1994. But, at the last moment, after 
both the House and the Senate had passed 
separate bills, the Conference failed to reach 
a compromise and the rest, as they say, is 
history. Since then, I have re-introduced re-
form legislation in each succeeding Congress. 

Many Americans support reform and ques-
tion why Congress does not address this 
issue. These people believe that American 
taxpayers are being robbed every time a multi-
national conglomerate breaks U.S. ground and 
mines our valuable minerals for free. These 
people also wish to be protected from the 
poisoned streams and pockmarked vistas that 
are the historic legacy of the mining industry. 
Attached to my remarks is a letter signed by 
43 organizations representing many of these 
affected citizens and taxpayers, all of whom 
endorse mining law reform. 

The Rock Creek Alliance, one of the en-
dorsers of our bill, is an example of the grow-
ing grassroots support for mining reform. This 
Idaho-based organization is battling a pro-
posed silver and copper mine on the Idaho-
Montana border. 

If the plan is approved, as expected, the 
mining operator will bore two three mile tun-
nels underneath the Cabinet Mountains Wil-
derness Area, one of the first areas protected 
under the Wilderness Act of 1964. This mine 
will threaten one of the last remaining grizzly 
bear populations in the Lower 48 states, nega-
tively impact populations of threatened native 
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bull trout, and pollute rivers, lakes, and drink-
ing water supplies including the famed Clark 
Fork River and Lake Pend Oreille. Mining is a 
legitimate use of the public domain. However, 
due to the pro-mining provisions of the 1872 
mining law, the mine proposal outweighs any 
other consideration: proximity to a wilderness 
area, endangered species habitat, or degrada-
tion of regional water quality. 

The Great Basin Mine Watch, a Nevada-
based organization, provides another example 
of local support for mining law reform. This 
group, along with local officials, is fighting a 
proposed clay mine that will produce kitty lit-
ter. In 2002, the Bush administration inter-
vened in a dispute in Nevada involving a Chi-
cago-based kitty litter company, which was at-
tempting to use the Mining Law of 1872 to cir-
cumvent the county’s denial of a permit for a 
mine. The Bush Department of Justice as-
serted that the county did not have the right to 
deny the permit because of the 1872 mining 
law. And, according to the Court, they were 
right—no Federal statute requires that an op-
erator procure a state or local permit for such 
operations. In other words, kitty litter rules. 

It is time, well past time, that the Congress 
replace this archaic law with one that reflects 
our values and goals. Insuring a fair return to 
the public in exchange for the disposition of 
public resources, and properly managing our 
public lands are neither Republican nor Demo-
cratic issues. They are simply ones that make 
sense if we are to be good stewards of Amer-
ica’s lands and meet our responsibilities to the 
American people. 

Mr. Speaker, during the years I have la-
bored to reform the Mining Law of 1872 those 
who defend its privileges—and it is indeed a 
privilege to be deemed the highest and best 
use of our public domain lands—have often al-
leged that reform legislation fails to take into 
account the contribution of hardrock mining to 
area economies. They claim that reform would 
have dire consequences on the industry, that 
if we did not provide the industry with unfet-
tered access to public lands and public min-
erals, the industry could no longer survive. 

Let me just say at the outset that there is no 
member in the House of Representatives 
whose Congressional District is more depend-
ent upon mining for employment and its eco-
nomic benefits than this gentleman from West 
Virginia. And when we are talking about the 
effects of mining, I would suggest that there is 
little difference between coal mining, or gold 
mining. The effects, whether measured in 
terms of employment, or in terms of the envi-
ronment, are the same. 

With that noted, I have engaged in the effort 
to reform the Mining Law of 1872 these past 
many years not just for the apparent rea-
sons—valuable minerals mined for free, fed-
eral lands available almost for free and no 
comprehensive federal mining and reclamation 
standards. But also because I am pro-mining, 
because I no longer believe that we can ex-
pect a viable hardrock mining industry to exist 
on public domain lands in the future if we do 
not make corrections to the law today. I do so 
because there are provisions of the existing 
law which impede efficient and serious mineral 
exploration and development. And I do so be-
cause of the unsettled political climate gov-
erning this activity, with reform if not coming in 
a comprehensive fashion, certainly continuing 
to come on a piecemeal basis. 

So I say to my colleagues from the western 
states who resist reform, I understand your 

concerns. I have been in your situation. In 
1977 I served on what is now called the Re-
sources Committee as a young freshman. I 
was confronted by legislation being advanced 
by my chairman, Mo Udall. And I will recall 
that the coal industry was dragged kicking and 
screaming into the debate that led to the en-
actment of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977. 

I voted for that legislation. It was not an 
easy thing for me to do. But I voted for that 
bill because in my region of the country we 
were grappling with a legacy of acidified 
streams, highwalls, refuse piles, open mine 
shafts and other hazards associated with coal 
mining practices. A legacy, I would submit, 
that we are faced with on lands administered 
by the Forest Service and the BLM in the 
western states due to hardrock mining prac-
tices. 

The fact of the matter is that the gloom and 
doom predictions made by industry against the 
federal strip mining act all those years ago did 
not materialize. Predictions, I would note, that 
are almost to the word identical to those which 
industry has leveled at times against this Min-
ing Law of 1872 reform legislation. 

Yet, today, the coalfields of this Nation are 
a much better place in which to live. And 
today, we are producing more coal than ever 
before. 

Certainly, coal continues to have its con-
troversies, whether they involve mountaintop 
removal coal mining or the problems we are 
having with coal waste impoundments. But at 
least there are laws on the books to deal with 
those situations. 

At least there are in place basic federal min-
ing and reclamation performance standards. 
At least when one mines coal on federal lands 
a royalty is paid to the federal government. 
And at least we are making provision for the 
restoration of lands left abandoned by past 
coal mining practices. 

None of this exists with respect to hardrock 
mining under the Mining Law of 1872. 

I believe that with enough courage, and for-
titude, we can continue to address the prob-
lems facing mining, and dovetail our need for 
energy and minerals with the necessity of pro-
tecting our environment. 

For at stake here in this debate over the 
Mining Law of 1872 is the health, welfare and 
environmental integrity of our people and our 
federal lands. At stake is the public interest of 
all Americans. And at stake is the ability of the 
hardrock mining industry to continue to oper-
ate on public domain lands in the future, to 
produce those minerals that are necessary to 
maintain our standard of living. 

Mr. Speaker, earlier in these remarks I men-
tioned that this bill is endorsed by 43 organi-
zations. In an April 11th letter to me, they 
noted: ‘‘The real challenge will be to ensure 
that any mining on public lands takes place in 
a manner that protects crucial drinking water 
supplies and other natural resources, special 
places, taxpayers, fish and wildlife habitat, and 
the health and well being of our communities. 
These organizations are as follows: 

Alaska Wilderness League; American Riv-
ers; Amigos Bravos; Bear Creek Council; 
Clark Fork Coalition; Citizens for Victor; Colo-
rado Environmental Coalition; Colorado Wild; 
Earthjustice Legal Defense Fund; Endangered 
Species Coalition; Environmental Working 
Group; Friends of Pinto Creek; Great Basin 
Mine Watch; Greater Yellowstone Coalition; 

Gila Resources Information Project; High 
Country Citizens’ Alliance; Idaho Conservation 
League; The Lands Council; Maricopa Audu-
bon Society; Mineral Policy Center; Mining Im-
pact Coalition of Wisconsin; Montana Environ-
mental Information Center; Montana Wilder-
ness Association; National Environmental 
Trust; National Parks Conservation Associa-
tion; Natural Resources Defense Council; Na-
tional Wildlife Federation; New Mexico Envi-
ronmental Law Center; Northern Alaska Envi-
ronmental Center; Northern Plains Resource 
Council; Okanogan Highlands Alliance; Rock 
Creek Alliance; Scenic America; Sierra Club; 
San Juan Citizens’ Alliance; Siskiyou Regional 
Education Project; Spearfish Canyon Preser-
vation Trust; Taxpayers for Common Sense; 
Washington Public Interest Research Group; 
Western Organization of Resource Councils; 
The Wilderness Society; Women’s Voices for 
the Earth; and U.S. Public Interest Research 
Group.

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JACK L. HOWARD 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to 
my attention that a long and distinguished ca-
reer in the field of education is coming to an 
end. Dr. Jack L. Howard, of Lebanon, MO, will 
retire his position as Superintendent of the 
Lebanon School District on May 30, 2003. 

Dr. Howard graduated from Southwest Mis-
souri State College in 1966 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Education degree. In 1972, he 
earned his Master of Science in Education 
from Southwest Missouri State College and 
his Education Specialist degree from Central 
Missouri State University. Dr. Howard earned 
his Educational Doctorate in December 1982 
from the University of Missouri, Columbia. 

Dr. Howard has had an exceptional career 
in education for many years. In 1966, Dr. 
Howard started his educational career at 
Macks Creek High School as a teacher of Bi-
ology, Social Studies, and Physical Education. 
In August, 1968, he became Macks Creek 
High School Principal. From 1969–1971, Dr. 
Howard left the public schools for a position 
as Personnel Specialist for the United States 
Army. He returned to the public school sector 
in 1972 as the Superintendent of Hermitage 
Public School. In 1974, he became Dallas 
County Schools’ Assistant Superintendent and 
was promoted to Superintendent in 1976. He 
served there until 1984, when he became the 
Superintendent for Marshfield Reorganized 
School District. From July 1993 until the 
present, he has served as Superintendent of 
Lebanon R–3 Schools. 

In addition to his dedication to education, 
Dr. Howard is a member of Lebanon First 
Baptist Church and the Lebanon Rotary Club. 
He also is a member of the Southwest Mis-
souri Administrators Association, the Missouri 
Association of School Administrators, and the 
American Association of School Administra-
tors. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Howard has served the 
field of education for over 37 years. As he pre-
pares for the next stage in his life, I am certain 
that my colleagues will join me in wishing him 
all the best.
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A TRIBUTE TO FALLEN AVIATORS 

AND ASTRONAUTS 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate Fayetteville’s Festival of Flight, it is with 
great honor that I rise today to salute the cou-
rageous men and women who have lost their 
lives in aviation and space. So many explorers 
ventured into the great frontier of the skies, 
and their deeds of vision and valor should 
never be forgotten. These pioneers of flight 
achieved remarkable victories and inspired a 
new generation of pilots to brave the endless 
skies. 

Today I also pay tribute to Amelia Earhart, 
the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic 
Ocean. Driven by pure ambition, Earhart ex-
plored new distances and re-defined the 
boundaries of flight. Earhart’s determination to 
be the first pilot to fly around the world uncov-
ered new possibilities for aviation. Although 
her plane disappeared short of her final des-
tination, Earhart proved to the world that air 
travel would soon be possible. 

I also pay tribute to the brave aviators who 
accomplished their feats during a time when 
society discouraged women and minorities 
from flying. In 1912, Harriet Quimby became 
the first American woman to receive a pilot’s 
license and fly solo across the English Chan-
nel. Although many thought she would fail, 
Quimby’s determination to succeed landed her 
safely on the coast of France. Quimby died 
just three months later when her plane 
crashed at an airshow in Boston. A decade 
later, Bessie Coleman became the world’s first 
licensed African-American pilot. When no one 
in America would teach her to fly, Coleman 
learned to speak French and went to France 
for flight school. After receiving her license, 
she traveled America as a stunt pilot until her 
plane crashed in 1926. Upon her death, a fly-
ing school for African-Americans was founded 
in her honor. 

As aviation grew into space exploration, our 
nation lost test pilots and others who prepared 
the way, as well as the great crews aboard 
the Apollo I and the Space Shuttles Chal-
lenger & Columbia. I salute these daring astro-
nauts for their determination to uncover new 
territory. In their search for knowledge of the 
unknown, these astronauts helped to expand 
America’s understanding of the universe. De-
spite the tragic conclusion to these explo-
rations, the crews of the Apollo I and the 
Space Shuttles Challenger & Columbia sac-
rificed their lives for the advancement of ex-
ploration and scientific achievement. 

Although the lives of many daring aviators 
and astronauts were cut short, their deter-
mination enabled them to accomplish more 
than a lifetime of success. I encourage all to 
acknowledge these great pioneers and honor 
their contributions to the world of flight.

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO IN-
CREASE THE SALARIES OF JUS-
TICES AND JUDGES OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

HON. HENRY J. HYDE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing legislation to increase the salaries of 
Federal judges. I take this step because there 
is a serious crisis developing in the recruit-
ment and retention of our Federal judges. The 
declining salaries in real terms discourage po-
tential candidates from seeking appointments 
to the bench. The impact of inflation, the with-
holding of cost-of-living adjustments, and lack 
of pay increases are causing Federal judges 
to resign or retire. 

The Chief Justice has often spoken on this 
issue identifying the need to increase judicial 
pay as the most pressing problem facing the 
judiciary. Of course, it is a well known fact that 
salaries of Federal judges have not kept pace 
with those of lawyers in the private sector. The 
theory behind the judicial pay raise movement 
is that, without a pay raise, qualified judges 
will continue to vacate the bench for higher 
pay in the practice of law. These men and 
women will often be replaced by new—and 
less qualified—judges. The Federal judiciary 
and affected litigants will suffer as a result. 

Since the independence and quality of the 
judiciary is at risk because of the inadequacy 
of the current salaries of Federal judges, I 
urge my colleagues to support this. bill that 
will restore the lost cost-of living adjustments 
which have been denied to the judiciary.

f 

RECOGNIZING OUTSTANDING HIGH 
SCHOOL ARTISTS FROM 11TH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF 
NEW JERSEY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, once 
again, I come to the floor to recognize the 
great success of strong local school systems 
working with dedicated parents and teachers 
in raising young men and women. I rise today 
to congratulate and honor 43 outstanding high 
school artists from the 11th Congressional 
District of New Jersey. Each of these talented 
students participated in the Annual Congres-
sional Arts Competition, ‘‘An Artistic Dis-
covery.’’ Their works are exceptional! 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to list each of 
them, their high school, and their contest en-
tries for the official Record. 

We had 43 students participate. That is a 
tremendous response and I would very much 
like to build on that for next year’s competition. 

This year, Mr. Speaker, the winner of ‘‘An 
Artistic Discovery’’ was Lauren Radebaugh 
from West Morris Mendham High School for 
the work entitled ‘‘Of Mom’s Kitchen.’’ Second 
place went to Devin O’Connor from Ridge 
High School for ‘‘Self-Portrait.’’ Third place 
went to Melissa Aquino for the work titled ‘‘An-
other Man’s Treasure.’’ The Viewer’s Choice 
Award was given to Robert Dougalas Fritz, III 
for the work titled ‘‘Rachael.’’ 

Honorable mentions were awarded to Ash-
ley Eckhardt of Morris Knolls High School for 
‘‘Virtuoso,’’ Chris Felber of West Morris 
Mendham High School for ‘‘Twelve Bar 
Blues,’’ Stacey Hulbert of Mount Saint Dominic 
Academy for ‘‘Beach Eruption,’’ Alexandra 
Kuziw of Montville Township High School for 
‘‘Celtic James,’’ Ulvid Osis of West Essex Re-
gional High School for his untitled work, and 
Mary Pratt of Ridge High School for ‘‘Within 
the Hour Glass.’’ 

Excellent art work was also submitted by 
Boonton High School’s Melissa Becker for 
‘‘Self-Portrait,’’ Sheila Marcello for ‘‘Despair,’’ 
Jocely Szczepanski for ‘‘Portrait of My Moth-
er;’’ Livingston High School’s Irina Itriyeva for 
‘‘Secret,’’ Jessie Kent for ‘‘My Life,’’ Sara 
Lewis for ‘‘Handicapped Parking;’’ Madison 
High School’s Lorraine Ewan for ‘‘Hope,’’ Ash-
ley Kaye for ‘‘Lenape Wood,’’ Kate Lavinio for 
‘‘The Woods,’’ Graham Sharts for ‘‘Chris;’’ 
Montville Township High School’s Joyce Chen 
for ‘‘The Mannequin,’’ Melissa Choi for ‘‘Still in 
the Wind,’’ Heather Condurso for ‘‘Poppy’s 
Plow;’’ Morris Knolls High School’s Jennifer 
Devine for ‘‘A Tear of Pain,’’ Lindsey A. Dicks 
for ‘‘Peek-A-Boo (Self-Portrait),’’ Elizabeth 
Foerster for her untitled work; Mount Olive 
High School’s Amanda Giansanti for her unti-
tled work, Janel Sabella for ‘‘Janet Fish,’’ 
Windy Walintukan for her untitled work; Mount 
Saint Dominic Academy’s Alexandra Arndt for 
‘‘This Passion,’’ Arden Beesley for ‘‘Hoy 
Cantamos (Today We Sing),’’ Christine Ryan 
for ‘‘Mother Earth Goddess;’’ Randolph High 
School’s Gina LaManna for ‘‘Self-Portrait,’’ 
Olga Levitskiy for ‘‘Creative Space,’’ Carrie 
Lindgren for ‘‘Aftermath,’’ Matt Palimeri for 
‘‘The Shovel;’’ Ridge High School’s Rosanna 
DiNardo for her untitled work, Bo Gu for ‘‘The 
Convergence;’’ West Essex Regional High 
School’s Pamela Motyka for ‘‘Glue,’’ Emily Pe-
terson for her untitled work, Michael Weed for 
‘‘Mind Candy;’’ and West Morris Mendham 
High School’s Chris Wolff for ‘‘Red Gourd.’’ 

Each year the winner of the competition will 
have an opportunity to travel to our nation’s 
capital to meet Congressional leaders and to 
mount his or her art work in a special corridor 
here at the U.S. Capitol with other winners 
from across the country. Every time a vote is 
called, I get a chance to walk through that cor-
ridor and am reminded of the vast talents of 
our young men and women. 

Indeed, all of these young artists are win-
ners, and we should be proud of their achieve-
ments so early in life. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating these talented young 
people from New Jersey’s 11th Congressional 
District.

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES MICHAEL 
DURISHIN 

HON. LANE EVANS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
publicly recognize and thank our Democratic 
Staff Director, Charles Michael Durishin, for 
his many years of public service. Michael 
dedicated his entire career to public service. 
He is retiring this week after more than 30 
years of outstanding service to the United 
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States Congress. Michael has spent most of 
his professional career on the staff of the 
House Committee on Veterans Affairs. Since 
the 105th Congress, he has led the Demo-
cratic Staff of the Full Committee as our Staff 
Director. 

Michael graduated from Birmingham South-
ern College in 1969 and attended graduate 
school at Memphis State University. He began 
his career in public service as a VISTA volun-
teer in South Dakota. While Michael’s VISTA 
pay was low, the benefits were priceless. In 
South Dakota, Mike met and married his love-
ly wife, Jo Ann Gerhardt (Joey). Joey and 
Mike have one son, Michael who is a senior 
at George Mason University. 

In January of 1973 Michael came to Wash-
ington with the staff of former Senator James 
Abourezk, (D-SD). He later served as a senior 
Legislative Assistant to the current Democratic 
Leader of the United States Senate, TOM 
DASCHLE, during Senator DASCHLE’s tenure in 
the House of Representatives. 

Michael has spent over 16 years on the 
staff of the House Veterans Affairs Committee, 
first as a professional staff member for the 
former Subcommittee on Education, Training 
and Employment and later as Staff Director of 
the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions, and finally as Democratic Staff Director 
for the Full Committee on Veterans Affairs. Im-
mediately prior to his service as Democratic 
Staff Director for the House Committee, Mi-
chael spent two years as the Deputy Post-
master of the United States Senate. 

Michael’s extensive knowledge of veterans’ 
issues coupled with his knowledge of the polit-
ical process has been of immense assistance 
to me. When we worked together on the Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investigations, 
Michael was a leader in monitoring the quality 
of benefits and health care services provided 
to veterans by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. As Democratic Staff Director for the Full 
Committee, he has worked with colleagues to 
affect passage of legislation I introduced. Mi-
chael was especially helpful in working on leg-
islation to improve education benefits under 
the Montgomery G.I. Bill, to improve veterans’ 
employment opportunities, to help end home-
lessness among veterans and in overseeing 
the work of the Democratic staff. 

Committee members will miss Michael’s 
knowledge and political astuteness. Com-
mittee staff will miss his reassuring presence, 
his wonderful smile, his careful editing, his in-
sight and his wealth of information. Our Na-
tion’s veterans will miss his dedication to truth 
and integrity. I will miss a dedicated public 
servant and a good friend. 

I want to thank Michael for his decades of 
service to the public good and his many acts 
of personal kindness. Michael, we will miss 
you. May you enjoy your well-earned retire-
ment.

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. SHAWN MICHAEL 
BLAS 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend Mr. Shawn Michael Blas for com-
pleting his undergraduate degree in Crimi-

nology, with a minor in Psychology, at the Uni-
versity of New Mexico. 

The Criminology major at the University of 
New Mexico is one of the most highly re-
garded programs of its kind in the nation. I am 
proud of Shawn for his tremendous achieve-
ment and his many long hours of study in 
order to earn this prestigious degree. Shawn 
was always a diligent student and outstanding 
member of the community while growing up 
on Guam. In fact, he was valedictorian of his 
graduating class at Evangelical Christian 
Academy in Chalan Pago, Guam in 1999. It is 
no surprise that he has excelled at the college 
level, and I have no doubt that he will continue 
to serve the community as he pursues his ca-
reer in law enforcement 

I also want to take the time to commend 
Shawn’s parents, Frances and Danny Blas of 
Dededo, Guam, whom I have known for many 
years. They have been mentoring and sup-
portive parents to Shawn, their youngest son, 
and they have every reason to be proud of his 
achievement. 

Today I join with Shawn’s family and friends 
in congratulating him on his accomplishment 
and in wishing him the very best in his future 
endeavors.

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CONNIE B. 
POPE, INCOMING PRESIDENT OF 
THE ALABAMA FEDERATION OF 
BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL 
WOMEN’S CLUB 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Connie B. Pope, of 
Opelika, Alabama. On May 17, 2003, Connie 
Pope will be sworn in as the new President of 
the Alabama Federation of Business and Pro-
fessional Women’s Club at their 84th Conven-
tion in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Ms. Pope has been a member of the Busi-
ness and Professional Women’s Club since 
1993 and has been an active member of the 
Opelika Chapter, where she has held all offi-
cer positions including two years as President 
of the club. In addition, on a statewide basis, 
she has served on various committees, as 
well as the officer positions of Secretary, Vice 
President, and, currently, President-Elect. 

Connie Pope holds undergraduate degrees 
from Auburn University in social work and 
Troy State University in human resources. For 
the past eight years, she has worked as a 
legal assistant for attorney Margaret Mayfield 
of Opelika. In this position, she has been able 
to assist women in safety and equality issues, 
as well as long-range family and career plan-
ning. Along with her professional obligations 
and her positions with the Business and Pro-
fessional Women’s Club, Ms. Pope has found 
time to participate in other organizations such 
as the American Cancer Society, the National 
Association of Legal Secretaries, her church, 
and her local PTA. She has been married to 
John Pope for eleven years and has a son, 
Zachery, who is six years old. 

Congratulations to Connie Pope and best 
wishes as you assume your new duties as 
President of the Alabama Federation of Busi-
ness and Professional Women’s Club.

CCH INCORPORATED 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
recognize the 90th anniversary of Riverwoods, 
IL based CCH Incorporated. For nearly a cen-
tury, CCH has set the standard in reporting 
and explaining the complexities of American 
tax law. Their flagship product, The Standard 
Federal Tax Reporter, is essential to the ac-
counting, human resources, banking, securi-
ties, insurance, government and health care 
professionals who must adapt to the dynamics 
of the federal tax code. 

CCH was founded in 1913—the year that 
the U.S. federal income tax was created. The 
company has always made its home in the 
Chicago area. In 90 years, CCH has grown 
into a multi-national, public company that 
serves tax and legal professionals around the 
globe. It is a great asset to my district. The 
company employs more than 1,500 individuals 
here in Chicago and more than 2,300 across 
the U.S. 

In spite of its tremendous growth and devel-
opment, CCH has remained faithful to its origi-
nal mission: to provide incomparable tax prod-
ucts that are clear, accurate and timely. I am 
most proud to represent CCH Incorporated. I 
congratulate them on this, the 90th anniver-
sary of their inception, and I thank them for 
their innumerable contributions to legal and 
tax professionals throughout our district and 
around the world.

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO TAIWAN 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, Taiwan will be 
celebrating their president’s third anniversary 
in office this May 20. Their president, Mr. 
Chen Shui-bian, has shown leadership and 
wisdom in the last three years. 

Taiwan enjoys one of the highest standards 
of living in Asia and a good strong relationship 
with the United States. Taiwan stood shoulder 
to shoulder with the United States after 9/11 
and gave us total support in our war with Iraq. 

May Taiwan continue to enjoy economic 
prosperity and an ever stronger relationship 
with the United States. May Taiwan be suc-
cessful in stopping the spread of SARS and in 
returning to the World Health Organization 
soon.

f 

PENSION SECURITY ACT OF 2003

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 14, 2003

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
luctantly support H.R. 1000, and to express 
my reasons for voting against the Miller-Ran-
gel substitute to this legislation. 
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During my time in Congress, I have strongly 

supported legislation that would help employ-
ees prepare for their retirement. Pension re-
form legislation affects all working Americans. 
As such, both parties in Congress have a re-
sponsibility to work together in a thoughtful 
and conscientious manner on this issue. 

To that end, I am a cosponsor of H.R. 1776, 
the bipartisan Pension Preservation and Sav-
ings Expansion Act of 2003, which expands 
savings options, empowers employees to take 
control of their retirement plan investments 
and gives workers substantial new rights to 
avoid over-concentration in the stock of their 
own company. 

By modifying the rules that apply to retire-
ment plans, the Pension Preservation and 
Savings Expansion Act provides workers with 
needed control over their retirement plan in-
vestments while preserving the opportunity for 
employee ownership. Through new diversifica-
tion rights, new disclosure requirements and 
new tax incentives for retirement education, 
this legislation would help employees achieve 
retirement security. 

I have serious concerns with the substitute 
before us today. Unfortunately, the substitute 
overreacts to the unfortunate circumstances 
surrounding Enron’s historic bankruptcy. Con-
gress has a duty to the American people to 
enact responsible legislation that will benefit 
employees rather than impose new adminis-
trative burdens on millions of retirement plans.

The substitute would thwart bipartisan ef-
forts to reduce administrative burdens on em-
ployers who voluntarily sponsor retirement 
plans by imposing new, expensive rules on 
such plans. The substitute’s provision that 
would require retirement plans to insure 
against vaguely defined plan asset losses 
would increase the cost of these retirement 
plans, creating a disincentive for employers to 
offer their employees a pension plan. 

Additionally, under the substitute, a plan 
participant is allowed to divest of company 
stock held in an account after just one year. 
This one-year diversification provision runs the 
significant risk of causing disruptions in both 
plan administration and the markets. 

Further, the substitute would require em-
ployers to create joint employer-employee re-
tirement plan trusteeships. Employers in Kan-
sas’s Third District have assured me that this 
provision has the potential to complicate plan 
administration to the point that some employ-
ers may drop their plans altogether. The work-
ing people of this country deserve a more 
thoughtful, careful process from their Federal 
representatives. 

While the substitute goes too far in seeking 
to ensure reasonable safeguards on employer 
sponsored retirement plans, the underlying bill 
before us today does not go quite far enough 
in protecting working Americans. But, it is a 
good start. 

I am voting for the underlying bill today to 
keep this process moving. I hope, however, 
that the Senate considers strengthening the 
bill’s provisions with regard to investment ad-
vice to ensure that the advice workers receive 
through their employer is truly independent. I 
would suggest that the Senate consider allow-
ing, on a tax-preferred basis, individuals to 
seek the investment advisor of their choice. In 
addition, I hope the Senate addresses the 
issue of corporate and executive abuses 
brought to light in recent scandals. I submit 
that imposing an excise tax on excessive cor-

porate payments to senior executives in peri-
ods prior to bankruptcy is a good start. I be-
lieve this will help prevent insiders from drain-
ing assets from a company as its stock value 
declines. 

For the record, both of these suggestions 
are contained within H.R. 1776, the aforemen-
tioned Pension Preservation and Savings Ex-
pansion Act of 2003. I urge the House to 
come together quickly and consider this bipar-
tisan bill so that the Senate may have a range 
of options from which to advance reasonable, 
much needed pension reform that will benefit 
working Americans. 

I will continue to support bipartisan efforts to 
reform our Nation’s retirement system in a 
manner that benefits both employers and em-
ployees. I urge my colleagues to do the same 
and hope that the legislative process will ulti-
mately produce a bipartisan conference report 
which we may all proudly support.

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY CELEBRATION OF 
SOUTH SUBURBAN MAYORS AND 
MANAGERS ASSOCIATION 

HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR. 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, on 
behalf of the 108th Congress of the United 
States of America, I write to congratulate and 
commemorate the South Suburban Mayors 
and Managers Association (SSMMA) on its 
25th Anniversary. 

For the past quarter of a century, the 
SSMMA has provided leadership to protect 
and enhance the health, security, education 
and welfare of its people, and the vision to 
promote and ensure social and economic jus-
tice for more than 650,000 people in more 
than 40 municipalities in Chicago’s South Sub-
urban area. 

The SSMMA also has served as a tireless 
proponent of fairness, opportunity and pros-
perity for the Chicago Southland for 25 years; 
and has spoken in a common voice—and with 
common sense—to further the quality of life in 
these communities. 

Moreover, the SSMMA has served as a 
clearinghouse for elected officials from local, 
county, state and federal governments to work 
in harmony to improve housing, public safety, 
transportation, the environment, economic de-
velopment, public works, technology and mu-
nicipal management in its member commu-
nities. 

So, in recognition of the Association’s dedi-
cation and advocacy for the common good, 
the 108th Congress of the United States here-
by applauds and congratulates the South Sub-
urban Mayors and Managers Association for 
25 years of successful public service and coa-
lition building in the community.

CONGRATULATING RYAN MROWKA 
OF DUNKIRK, NEW YORK ON HIS 
MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

HON. JACK QUINN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the achievements of my constituent, 
Ryan Mrowka, of Dunkirk, New York. 

Ryan graduated valedictorian from Dunkirk 
High School in 1999. He earned an Army 
ROTC scholarship to Boston College and will 
graduate Magna Cum Laude this Monday, 
May 19, 2003. 

Beyond his academic success, Ryan de-
serves recognition for his capable leadership 
and commitment to public service. He com-
plemented his opportunities at Boston College 
with a generous spirit of involvement in cam-
pus ministry. His numerous activities included 
retreat planning and volunteer teaching at a 
local juvenile detention center. He also orga-
nized and led student trips to build homes in 
Appalachia and to help an orphanage in Hon-
duras. 

As an ROTC student, Ryan served as 
Cadet Battalion Commander; qualified as a 
basic parachutist at Airborne School; placed in 
the top tier of the ‘‘Ranger Challenge’’ military 
skills competition; and interned in the Pen-
tagon to research the Army Transformation 
Plan. He completed the four-year education 
and training program in the top 20 percent of 
all U.S. Cadets, earning the prestigious 
‘‘ROTC Distinguished Military Student’’ rec-
ognition and the ‘‘Boston College President’s 
Award for Outstanding Cadet’’. 

This Sunday, May 18, 2003, Ryan will be 
commissioned as Second Lieutenant in the 
Medical Service Corps. At only 22 years old, 
he will answer the courageous call to active 
duty this September 2003 as an officer in the 
U.S. Army. 

Fittingly enough, Ryan plans to follow his 
four-year commitment to the Army with a ca-
reer teaching social studies. He was recently 
inducted into the Phi Lambda Theta Inter-
national Honor Society, the professional asso-
ciation in education, and the Golden Key Na-
tional Collegiate Honor Society. Not only has 
he demonstrated the scholastic aptitude nec-
essary to become an exceptional educator, 
but the natural potential to truly connect with, 
and inspire, young minds. 

Mr. Speaker, college graduates like Ryan 
Mrowka epitomize the character and integrity 
of the people of Western New York. I com-
mend him for his commitment to serve those 
less fortunate; willingness to protect our free-
dom; and dedication to educate future genera-
tions.

f 

GEORGIANS MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
IN NATIONAL DEFENSE 

HON. MAC COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
bring to your attention an editorial that ap-
peared in Georgia’s Columbus Ledger 
Enquirer newspaper on April 9, 2003 entitled 
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‘‘Georgians Make a Difference in National De-
fense.’’ The editorial was written by Georgia 
State Senator Seth Harp, Chairman of the 
Veterans and Military Affairs Committee, and 
highlights the F/A Raptor Jet Fighter as essen-
tial investment to achieve air dominance for 
21st Century military operations. The F/A 22 is 
important to my constituents, nearly 600 of 
them are working on the program in Colum-
bus, Georgia and the plane itself is being as-
sembled in Marietta, Georgia, but its real im-
portance lies in the safety it provides our fight-
ing men and women, and the security it brings 
to our national interests.
GEORGIANS MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN NATIONAL 

DEFENSE 

Military preparedness is as important 
today as it has ever been. As the war against 
Saddam Hussein illustrates, it is incumbent 
upon the military industrial complex to pro-
vide our fighting men and women with the 
most sophisticated, accurate and state-of-the 
art weaponry in the world. When the United 
States makes the decision to enter a con-
flict, it faces two challenges: achieve the ul-
timate goal as quickly as possible; and bring 
our sons and daughters, fathers and mothers, 
neighbors and friends home safely. 

That is why next generation aircraft, such 
as the F/A–22 Raptor, deserves the full con-
sideration, funding and support of Congress 
and the Pentagon. This jet fighter is cur-
rently in the testing stage, but with full de-
ployment close at hand, we are about to see 
a revolution in how battle is waged in the 
sky. 

The F/A–22 is supersonic, allowing our pi-
lots to get to their target, drop their pay-
load, and return to base faster and with a di-
minished threat of interception. The plane 
has stealth technology, allowing the jet to 
enter enemy airspace without detection and, 
for the first time, giving commanders an op-
portunity to use fighter planes during the 
daylight hours at the outset of a campaign 
instead of relying on the cloak of darkness. 
It has the most sophisticated avionics and 
weapon systems in the world, ensuring the 
dominance of air space by our fighter pilots. 

Bottom line: The United States stands on 
the verge of advancing fighter jet technology 
to levels unmatched, unimagined and un-
beatable by any other nation on Earth. 

There is a certain inevitability that the
F/A–22 has its detractors. There are those 
that believe we don’t need improvements in 
fighter jet technology and that we already 
have air superiority. Still others have pet 
projects that they want funded with re-
search, development and construction dol-
lars being spent on the F/A–22. And some 
argue that our national security interests 
are being met and, in fact, we need to scale 
back on funding next generation technology. 

My response is we can agree to disagree. I 
believe strongly that if the technology exists 
to advance the safety and security of our na-
tion and the men and women who fight to 
protect us, we should aggressively foster the 
research and development of those opportu-
nities. The F/A–22 is proving itself to be a 
giant leap in that direction, and Fred Reed 
said it best in a recent article in the Wash-
ington Times: ‘‘Many weapons are just incre-
mental improvements over existing designs. 
Occasionally, however, a weapon makes a 
major transition, as from propeller power to 
jet, and becomes a completely new thing. 
The F–22 was one of these.’’ 

Right here in Columbus, nearly 600 of our 
neighbors are working on the F/A–22 pro-
gram, and the plane itself is being assembled 
at the Lockheed Martin plant in Marietta. 
This jet fighter is an important component 
to our nation’s defense, and we should be 

proud that Georgians are leading the effort 
to bring it from conception to reality. As of-
ficials at the Air Force said: ‘‘Air superiority 
saves the lives of America’s sons and daugh-
ters who we send into harm’s way in the air, 
on the ground and at sea. The F–22 is an es-
sential investment to achieve that air domi-
nance—the key for 21st century military op-
erations.’’ It deserves our support, and those 
Georgians working on bringing the F/A–22 to 
the frontlines of our national defense deserve 
our thanks.

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATO 
PEACEKEEPING IN IRAQ ACT OF 
2003

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce today H.R. 2112, the ‘‘NATO Peace-
keeping in Iraq Act of 2003’’. 

Mr. Speaker, our military forces have won a 
spectacular military victory in Iraq. We now 
face the challenge of rebuilding a peaceful, 
prosperous, democratic Iraq. Some argue that 
winning the peace will be far more difficult 
than winning the war. I could not disagree 
more. Although the fighting was brief, and the 
casualties few, the risks were great and the 
sacrifices of our armed forces enormous. Let 
no one minimize our battlefield achievements. 

Nevertheless, our work is not done, and we 
must tackle the post-war challenge we face 
with the same creativity, intelligence, and com-
mitment as we did the war itself. Although we 
should not expect that Iraq to become a Jef-
fersonian democracy overnight, we should ex-
pect from our leadership a clear and com-
prehensive strategy for addressing the press-
ing political, economic and humanitarian chal-
lenges we now face in Iraq. 

My most pressing concern in this regard, 
Mr. Speaker, is the troubling security situation 
in Iraq. Security is the sine qua non of demo-
cratic reconstruction. Without it, there is no 
rule of law, no safety of property, no prospect 
of commerce. Without it, we will be unable to 
take the most basic steps toward building a 
prosperous, politically liberal Iraq. 

These concerns lead me to believe we must 
have more military ‘‘boots on the ground’’ if we 
are to secure and rebuild Iraq, including an 
enhanced military police presence. These 
need not be—nor should be—the boots of the 
American military. The United States is not an 
occupying force, but a liberating one, and we 
must ensure perceptions reflect that reality. 
They should be the boots of a broad-based, 
international security force. And NATO should 
be at its core, just as NATO has recently 
agreed to do for the International Security As-
sistance Force in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

I have long advocated that the combined 
forces of our Atlantic Alliance should be de-
ployed to Iraq to carry out the critical stabi-
lizing and peacekeeping missions there. De-
ploying NATO would increase the number of 
countries with a direct stake in the success of 
nation-building in Iraq. It would ease the bur-
den on the current coalition. And, most impor-
tant, it would mean more security for the Iraqi 
people. I understand that many of our friends 
in NATO are prepared to take up the chal-
lenge, particularly the Government of Poland. 

This bill calls upon NATO to immediately 
begin contributing peacekeeping and civil 
order personnel to promote security and sta-
bility in Iraq. It also urges the President to use 
all appropriate diplomatic means to persuade 
NATO and NATO member nations to formally 
undertake a major peacekeeping and civil 
order mission in Iraq. It also authorizes funds 
to facilitate the deployment of NATO forces. 

Thanks to the bravery and skill of our sol-
diers, sailors, airmen and marines, the demo-
cratic nations of the world have an opportunity 
to bring the benefits of government for the 
people, by the people, and of the people to a 
land that is a cradle of civilization and one of 
the most important nations of the Middle East. 
It is in the interest of all democratic nations to 
prevent this opportunity from slipping away. 
The nations of NATO should be in Iraq, on the 
ground, to ensure this vision of democracy is 
fully realized.

f 

RECOGNIZING KENTUCKY LAND-
MARK, FERRELL’S SNAPPY 
SERVICE 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a Kentucky landmark, Ferrell’s 
Snappy Service in Hopkinsville, Kentucky. 

Ferrell’s is one of the oldest, most success-
ful small businesses in Kentucky. David Ferrell 
and his five elder brothers started their ham-
burger chain in 1930 in Owensboro, Kentucky. 
The business later expanded to Hopkinsville, 
Henderson, Madisonville and Cadiz, Kentucky. 
The Hopkinsville restaurant in the longest run-
ning of the chain, opening in 1936 when 
Franklin Roosevelt was President. 

Mrs. Cecil Ferrell still operates Ferrell’s in 
Hopkinsville today. Countless customers in-
cluding myself look forward to dropping by, 
having a burger, and visiting with Mrs. Ferrell 
who is always there to greet you with a smile 
and good conversation. 

Ferrell’s Snappy Service has become an in-
stitution to its customers and Hopkinsville. 
After 67 years of service, perhaps one of the 
most beloved aspects of Ferrell’s is how much 
it has not changed. Ferrell’s is located in the 
same building in which it opened in downtown 
Hopkinsville. It offers the same menu of ham-
burgers, chili, pecan pie, potato chips, and 
cold colas. This has not gone unnoticed by its 
faithful customers. One customer who moved 
to Texas returned to Hopkinsville to purchase 
200 Ferrell’s hamburgers before she returned 
to the Lone Star State. People from around 
the world have enjoyed Ferrell’s hamburgers 
including a delivery that was dropped off by a 
tourist for Prince Charles and Princess Dianna 
in London. Customers can enjoy a hamburger 
24 hours a day, six days a week, and Mrs. 
Ferrell has often said Ferrell’s has been a 
meeting place for folks through the years who 
work late shifts or who just want to get to-
gether. 

Ferrell’s Snappy Service is a sound exam-
ple of the importance and impact small busi-
nesses have on our economy. After 67 years 
of uninterrupted service, Ferrrell’s has served 
countless people and provided a great product 
at a fair price. Those who have been em-
ployed there and those who have dined there 
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know what an impact this small business has 
had on our economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent Mrs. 
Cecil Ferrell and her family in my congres-
sional district. She and her late husband David 
have made a positive and long lasting impact 
on our community, and I am proud to bring 
their accomplishments to the attention of this 
House.

f 

HONORING POLICE OFFICERS 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, today many of 
us will join law enforcement officers from 
across the country on the west lawn of the 
Capitol to honor police officers killed in the line 
of duty. I have a special affinity for our men 
and women in blue, especially the members of 
the Chicago Police Department, including my 
Uncle Les who has been on the force for as 
long as I can remember. 

This year 337 names will be added to the 
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial. I 
find it ironic that as we remember these lost 
heroes, the Republican leadership refuses to 
renew the Assault Weapons Ban. Even worse, 
they will not even allow the bill to be called for 
a vote in the House. Is this the best way we 
could choose to honor our fallen officers? Is 
this how we should remember Donald 
Marquez, a 20 year veteran of the Chicago 
Police Department who was gunned down 
while trying to serve a summons? 

Year after year gunshot wounds are the 
leading killers of police officers on duty. Keep-
ing guns out of the hand of criminals would be 
an even better tribute, and as a member of 
Congress I will work hard to make our streets 
safer. Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in this endeavor.

f 

TAIWAN’S PRESIDENTIAL 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join 
my colleagues in wishing the President of Tai-
wan, Chen Shui-bian, congratulations and 
happy third anniversary in office. He has pro-
vided leadership to his people in maintaining 
economic and political growth for his country. 

We in the United States appreciate the rela-
tionship we continue to develop with Taiwan. 
In the months and years ahead, I hope this re-
lationship will grow even stronger. 

Congratulations, President Chen.
f 

HONORING THE DOUBLE SPRINGS 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the Double Springs Baptist Church in 

Waynesburg, Kentucky during its 200th anni-
versary. Located in the eastern part of Ken-
tucky’s First Congressional District, Double 
Springs Baptist’s goal of advancing faith in 
Christ was established at the time of its found-
ing. 

The Double Springs Baptist Church was or-
ganized in January, 1803 as a meeting house 
for people in southern Lincoln County, north-
ern Pulaski County and eastern Casey Coun-
ty. From its humble beginnings, the church 
has been successful in serving the community 
and strengthening their faith through God. 

Throughout the past 200 years, Double 
Springs Baptist has grown to become a vital 
part of the local community. This rich heritage 
is being preserved through the training of new 
leaders and the creation of new ministries to 
care for the needs of people. 

The new millennium has brought the parish-
ioners of Double Springs great spiritual and 
structural growth under the care and guidance 
of Pastor Brad King. Under Pastor King’s lead-
ership and with the continued dedication of its 
members, I am sure Double Springs Baptist 
will enjoy another 200 years of service to the 
Lord. Double Springs Baptist is truly a church 
from yesterday, as well as, a church for tomor-
row. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I extend my warm-
est congratulations to the Double Springs Bap-
tist Church on this special occasion. With their 
commitment to faith and service to their com-
munity, the staff and members of Double 
Springs Baptist Church are truly role models 
for us all. I call upon my colleagues to join me 
in applauding the church’s 200 years of excel-
lence. Thank you for your time and attention, 
Mr. Speaker. I appreciate the opportunity to 
speak here today.

f 

RECOGNITION OF OWEN’S 
DELICATESSEN 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise in rec-
ognition of Owen’s Delicatessen, an out-
standing small business with a unique history 
in my hometown of Hopkinsville, Kentucky. 

Owen’s is owned and operated by Ms. 
Francis Lynn Moss. It was founded in 1960 
out of a record shop which became an electric 
shop owned by her parents, Annie Ruth Owen 
and Lynn Owen. Owen’s began its unique 
food service by selling delicious prune cakes. 
These cakes became so popular, that Francis 
and her mother expanded their business into 
Owen’s Delicatessen that specializes in freshly 
prepared foods and baked goods. 

Each day begins with the preparation of 
baked hams, turkeys, cakes, pies, and brown-
ies. All food is prepared the day it is served, 
and for 33 years Owen’s has met the de-
mands of an ever expanding customer base. 
Francis prepares most of the food sold at 
Owen’s and she has been fortunate to have a 
dedicated staff of employees who join her in 
the early hours of the day to make sure the 
food is ready for the noon time crowd. 

Owen’s is best characterized by delicious 
food served with country charm in a home 
style environment. Customers dining at 
Owen’s are seated at a kitchen table in a 

room filled with antiques collected by the Moss 
family throughout the years, some of which 
came from the Moss electric store. 

Mr. Speaker, Owen’s Delicatessen is be-
loved by its faithful customers and all who 
walk through its doors. It is a shining example 
of the significance and economic impact a 
small business can have on a community. I 
am proud to bring the accomplishments of 
Francis Moss and her employees at Owen’s 
Delicatessen to the attention of the House.

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARY CAMPBELL OF 
SPRING ARBOR, MICHIGAN: OUT-
STANDING EDUCATOR 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mary Campbell, an outstanding 
educator and Professor at Spring Arbor Uni-
versity, who has served the youth of the 7th 
Congressional District and the State of Michi-
gan for over 30 years. 

Mrs. Campbell’s career has truly spanned 
the spectrum of education. Her career started 
in a one-room schoolhouse in Miltonville, KS, 
in 1960. She has also taught in South Bend, 
IN and Syracuse, NY before coming to Michi-
gan. Her career in education in Michigan start-
ed at Concord Elementary School. After nine 
years teaching at the elementary level, Mrs. 
Campell moved to Concord Middle School, 
where she taught for 15 years. 

Her love of learning lead her to try new and 
innovative means of teaching and reaching 
her students. Mrs. Campbell always kept 
abreast of the latest in educational research 
and methods. She was an early proponent of 
team teaching and active learning experi-
ences. She initiated student-led parent teacher 
conferences at Concord Community Schools, 
and made sure that her class was about learn-
ing and held herself and her students account-
able for the goals she set. She was a positive 
influence in the learning community. 

Mrs. Campbell has often expressed her af-
fection for middle school students. She under-
stands the difficult transition from childhood to 
adolescence, and took an active role in trying 
to help her students learn to cope with the dif-
ficulties in their lives. She often took the time 
to help prepare her students for real life situa-
tions, from teaching students how to dance to 
help allay their fears the first time they partici-
pated in a school dance, to making a presen-
tation in front of an audience during a student-
led conference. 

As a Professor at Spring Arbor University, 
Mrs. Campbell provides inspiration and reallife 
experience to the future teachers there. Her 
influence will prepare them to be successful, 
innovative, and effective teachers as well. 

It is fitting, then, that she has been recog-
nized by her peers as the College Educator of 
the Year by the Michigan Association of Mid-
dle School Educators. As an educator, a pro-
fessor and a friend, Mrs. Mary Campbell has 
consistently demonstrated integrity, leadership, 
and a lifetime love of learning. It is for those 
reasons that I rise to honor her today.
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REVEREND JOSEPH DARBY 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
and privilege to have had my minister and 
good friend, Reverend Joseph Darby, deliver 
this morning’s opening prayer. I invited Rev-
erend Darby to join us this morning from Mor-
ris Brown AME Church in Charleston, South 
Carolina, because I knew from personal expe-
rience that he would provide an inspirational 
blessing that will be very relevant to the times 
in which we live. 

I told him, as we were about to enter the 
Chamber, that he had lucked out this morning. 
That because of the subsequent meeting of 
the former members, he would get to pray to 
and be greeted by a number of warm bodies, 
which is not always the case with the guest 
chaplain. 

A native of Columbia, South Carolina, Rev-
erend Darby is a fourth-generation minister in 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church with 
twenty-five years of pastoral experience. His 
career has been marked by selfless service to 
others that comes not only from his dedication 
to the ministry, but his innate passion and 
compassion. 

Reverend Darby has been a vocal advocate 
for so many who do not have a voice in our 
society. He has stood up for his beliefs in the 
face of great obstacles. My father, a minister 
himself, taught me the strength of David as he 
faced Goliath and Daniel as he entered the 
lions’ den. Reverend Darby has demonstrated 
that same strength drawn from his faith in his 
daily life, and as a result, his accomplishments 
are great. 

He is presently a Board Member for the 
Reid House of Christian Service and the Fam-
ily Court of the Ninth Judicial Circuit’s Drug 
Court Program, a member of the State Super-
intendent of Education’s African-American 
Achievement Committee, the Racial/Cultural 
Advisory Council of the South Carolina School 
Boards Association, The Long Range Planning 
Subcommittee of the South Carolina Edu-
cational Oversight Committee; South Carolina 
Educational Television’s Advisory Committee 
for African-American Programming; The Board 
of Directors of the Daniel J. Jenkins Institute 
for Children, and is First Vice-President of the 
South Carolina Conference of Branches of the 
NAACP. Reverend Darby is First Vice-Presi-
dent of the Charleston A.M.E. and Inter-
denominational Ministerial Alliances, Chairman 
of the P.A.S.T.O.R.S. Housing Initiative, and 
Chairman of the South Carolina Coalition of 
Black Church Leaders, an Affiliate of the Con-
gress of National Black Churches. 

Reverend Darby’s honors and awards in-
clude South Carolina Business Vision maga-
zine’ 1997 South Carolina’s 25 most influential 
African-Americans award, the 1999 South 
Carolina Christian Action Council’s Howard G. 
McClain Christian Action in Public Policy 
Award, the 1999 NAACP Southeast Region 
Medgar W. Evers Leadership Award, the 2001 
MOJA Festival Religious Achievement Award, 
and the 2001 Excellence in Religion award 
from the S.C. Mechanism of the National 
Council of Negro Women. He was inducted 
into the South Carolina Black Hall of Fame in 
July 2002. 

Reverend Darby is married to the former 
Mary M. Bright of Walterboro, South Carolina, 
a career educator. They have two sons—
Jason Christopher, Director of Marketing and 
Public Relations for Allen University, and Jer-
emy Christian who attends West Ashley High 
School. 

Reverend Darby is a true leader in South 
Carolina both within and outside the church 
community, and I wanted to share his extraor-
dinary talents with you. Mr. Speaker, I ask you 
and my colleagues to join me in welcoming 
Reverend Joseph Darby to the U.S House of 
Representatives.

f 

MARKING PASTOR GEORGE 
GRACE’S 20 YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO THE FIRST BIBLE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise to pay tribute to Pas-
tor George P. Grace for his 20 years of serv-
ice to the First Bible Baptist Church and his 
numerous contributions to the citizens of 
Rochester, New York. For two decades, he 
has faithfully led and continues to lead the 
First Bible Baptist Church and its congrega-
tion, earning a well-deserved reputation as a 
respected and trusted community leader. 

Under his leadership, the First Bible Baptist 
Church has promoted good citizenship and 
voter awareness through the church’s annual 
Political Candidates’ Night. The Grace and 
Truth Athletics Ministry was initiated to provide 
a place for the youth of this community to ex-
perience sports so they may grow and learn, 
and every year this draws thousands from 
local communities, including those who are not 
a member of the church. Pastor Grace also 
has a namesake event, the Thanksgiving Day 
‘‘Race with Grace,’’ which has become a cer-
tified national 10k, having 1,000 participants 
last Thanksgiving Day. 

The Pastor has found much success and 
continued growth in the athletics ministries. He 
developed the Grace and Truth Sportspark, 
whose soccer fields are home to the Junior 
Rhinos, the Greece Buccaneers, and other 
community soccer leagues. The church is hop-
ing to complete the Sportspark in the near fu-
ture, with lighted baseball and softball fields. 
The Grace and Truth Athletics Ministry has 
traveled throughout the world ministering to 
the world’s youth through soccer. 

Pastor Grace sits as a Regional Vice-Presi-
dent of Trinity Baptist College, Jacksonville, 
Florida, and he is a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Roberts Wesleyan College in 
Rochester. He and his wife Penny have raised 
their 5 children in Rochester and they now 
have one Grandson. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that this Congress join 
me in saluting Pastor George Grace as he 
marks 20 years of service to the First Bible 
Baptist Church. His love for his fellow man is 
an inspiration to us all, and I am proud to rep-
resent him in Congress.

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. KAROL 
CORBIN WALKER 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to recognize Ms. Karol 
Corbin Walker as she is sworn in as the first 
African American President of the New Jersey 
State Bar Association. 

Completing an undergraduate degree at 
New Jersey City University, Ms. Walker went 
on to pursue her law degree from my alma 
mater, Seton Hall University. Through her 
many positions within the law community, Ms. 
Walker has become the first African American 
woman to attain Partner status at any major 
New Jersey law firm, representing clients in 
commercial, employment, environmental, haz-
ardous waste, insurance coverage, toxic tort 
and product liability matters. An outstanding 
litigator, Ms. Walker has been the recipient of 
many awards and been recognized by many 
organizations including Business News New 
Jersey which recognized her as one of New 
Jersey’s Top 20 African American Business 
People. 

A former trustee of the Essex County Bar 
Association and President of the Garden State 
Bar Association, Ms. Walker is also a member 
of the Morris County Bar Association, the Na-
tional Bar Association, the American Bar As-
sociation and the Association of the Federal 
Bar of the State of New Jersey. 

In addition to her many accomplishments as 
a lawyer, Ms. Walker also takes time out of 
her busy schedule to give back to her commu-
nity. Frequently speaking at many grade 
schools, high schools, and colleges, Ms. Walk-
er is a shining example to our nation’s youth 
of the success that can be reached if they fol-
low their dreams. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor and a privi-
lege to rise today to recognize Ms. Karol 
Corbin Walker and her innumerable contribu-
tions to not only my district but to the state of 
New Jersey. I know that my colleagues here 
in the U.S. House of Representatives join me 
today in wishing her congratulations on this 
momentous occasion and in wishing her the 
very best for the future.

f 

HONORING GAIL UILKEMA 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
a great educator and community leader, Dr. 
Gail Uilkema, for her 16 years of service to 
the community. In May of 2003, Dr. Uilkema 
will retire as Superintendent of the Piedmont 
Unified School District in California. 

In 2002, Gail Uilkema was selected as the 
National Superintendent of the Year. Pre-
viously, she was superintendent in the Orinda 
Union School District, Assistant Super-
intendent in the Reed Union School District, 
and principal/teacher in California, Alabama, 
and England. Dr. Uilkema is President of Sub-
urban School Superintendents. 

Dr. Uilkema has inspired her East Bay com-
munity to contribute financial support for the 
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children of Piedmont. In 2001, under her lead-
ership, a parcel tax raising $4.2 million annu-
ally for Piedmont’s schools passed with a 
78.78 percent yes vote. Previously a bond for 
$30 million was passed for school renovation, 
new construction and technology. 

Dr. Uilkema has a strong interest in inter-
national education. She has served on the 
Board of Directors of AAIE (Association for the 
Advancement of International Education), and 
also has made presentations in Africa, Aus-
tralia, Asia, and North America. She has 
raised funds for projects in Rwanda, Turkey, 
Ethiopia, and Kenya. 

Dr. Uilkema is actively involved with the Uni-
versity of California. She served as a Regent 
of the University of California where she 
chaired the Educational Policy Committee. 
She received the outstanding service award 
from the University of California at Santa Bar-
bara in 1999. Dr. Uilkema continues to partici-
pate in professional committees including Cali-
fornia Assessment Policy, National Association 
of School Executives (chair), Executive Lead-
ership Center Advisory, Mills College Depart-
ment of Education Advisory, Association of 
California School Administrators Superintend-
ents, California State Department of Education 
Elementary Task Forces, and the Association 
of California School Administrators Sympo-
sium (chair). 

Dr. Uilkema has received the Outstanding 
Administrator of the Year Award for her re-
gion. In 1996 she was selected as one of 100 
women in the United States to participate in 
Leadership America. Additionally, she received 
a National Endowment for the Humanities fel-
lowship to study at Stanford, and a National 
Geographic Society/Smithsonian Institution 
scholarship to study in Africa. 

Finally, as we honor Dr. Uilkema today, I 
want to thank her for being an exemplary role 
model, administrator, and teacher. I take great 
pride in joining Dr. Uilkema’s family, friends 
and colleagues to recognize and salute the 
accomplishments and contributions of Gail G. 
Uilkema.

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE EFFORTS 
OF ORANGE HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Or-
ange High School for being this year’s fund-
raiser for Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s 
‘‘Pennies Campaign.’’ 

This year, the school’s students and staff 
raised over $32,519 for leukemia research. It 
is the fifth year in a row Orange High School 
has come out on top in the nationwide collec-
tion, raising more than $150,000 since 1999. 
Celebrity recording artist Mandy Moore visited 
the school to reward them for raising the most 
money. 

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society is a 
voluntary health organization dedicated to 
funding blood cancer research, education, and 
services. The Society’s mission is to cure leu-
kemia, lymphoma, and other related diseases, 
and to improve the quality of life of patients 
and their families. Since its founding in 1949, 
the Society has provided more than $280 mil-
lion for research specifically targeting blood-re-
lated cancers. 

It is activities like this that strengthen our 
society and build character and citizenship. 
And it carries on this country’s long line of vol-
unteerism, which is built upon the principle of 
being a ‘Good Samaritan’ and stopping along 
side the road to lend a helping hand. I am 
proud of you all. Keep up the good work.

f 

TAIWAN, SARS, AND THE WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ex-
tend my best wishes and congratulations to 
the Republic of China as it celebrates Presi-
dent Chen Shui-bian’s third anniversary in of-
fice. President Chen is to be commended for 
his leadership in guiding Taiwan through var-
ious challenges and maintaining prosperity 
and democracy for its 23 million people on the 
island. 

Despite economic downturns in many parts 
of the world, Taiwan has maintained a healthy 
growth. Taiwan’s substantive relations with 
nearly all the free countries have been steadily 
improving, especially with Taiwan’s recent ac-
cession to the World Trade Organization. 
However, much more needs to be done to ex-
pand Taiwan’s international presence, particu-
larly as Southeast Asia combats the spread of 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or 
SARS. 

With the recent outbreak of SARS, I feel 
even stronger that Taiwan needs to be in-
cluded in any and all international medical col-
laborative efforts. With the spread of SARS, 
the importance of public health information 
disclosure is paramount. Secretary of State 
Colin Powell recently stated that, ‘‘infectious 
disease knows no borders and requires an ef-
fective and coordinated response at local, na-
tional and international levels.’’ Time has 
come for Taiwan to be included in all World 
Health Organization activities. For a start, I be-
lieve the United States should strongly support 
Taiwan’s efforts to obtain observer status at 
the World Health Assembly this May. 

We must make every effort to combat the 
growing threat of SARS. Taiwan is geographi-
cally located at the heart of this devastating 
crisis. To deny WHO membership—or at the 
very least observer status at the World Health 
Assembly—is a direct affront on the inter-
national medical community’s efforts to contain 
the deadly spread of this virus. Mr. Speaker, 
I urge my colleagues to join me in support of 
Taiwan’s inclusion in the World Health Organi-
zation.

f 

RE: HONORING FALLEN POLICE 
OFFICER, GEORGE SELBY 

HON. HAROLD E. FORD, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of George Selby, a Shelby 
County Sheriff’s deputy killed in the line of 
duty. Officer Selby, 33, was shot and killed 
December 4th, 2002 at a home where he was 

serving a warrant. Sadly, he was struck in an 
area not covered by his protective vest. 

Officer Selby died bravely doing what he 
and so many other countless individuals 
across the country do everyday—protecting 
and serving their communities. All too often 
we get busy in our own lives and forget that 
we have brave men and women who put on 
the badge day-in and day-out in order to keep 
our communities safe. Having made the ulti-
mate sacrifice, George Selby is a hero to this 
nation and a reminder to all Americans of the 
precious nature of human life. 

Officer Selby is survived by his wife, Jessica 
Selby, who was in Washington, D.C. Tuesday, 
May 13, as part of the 15th annual National 
Candlelight Vigil at the Law Enforcement Me-
morial. My thoughts and prayers are with Ms. 
Selby, as she struggles with the loss of her 
husband. 

Tuesday was the culmination of a week of 
events honoring law enforcement in the na-
tion’s capitol. The Memphis Police Department 
also held a formal ceremony Thursday, May 
15, to honor fallen officers from West Ten-
nessee.

f 

IN SUPPORT OF AMERICAN 
VETERANS 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak on behalf of America’s vet-
erans. As a veteran myself, I am saddened to 
see how this country is turning its back on 
those who answered the call of duty time after 
time in this country’s history. My district, the 
4th District of Texas, has the second highest 
veteran population in the State, and I am 
proud to stand up for these courageous men 
and women who have given so much for their 
country. 

Recently, this Congress was faced with 
structuring a budget. The House Republican 
Budget severely cut veterans expectations, 
while the Democratic Budget, containing less 
harmful, but more expensive language, was 
more favorable to veterans. I supported the 
Democratic substitute which would have left 
the desperately needed money to support the 
growing needs of our veterans, including vet-
erans health care, vocational rehabilitation, 
disability compensation, pension, education 
and survivors benefits. The Democratic Budg-
et was defeated, and in as much as we had 
to pass a budget, I voted to send the Repub-
lican Budget to the Senate—knowing that it 
had to be moved along to reach the House 
and Senate conference committee, where the 
bill will be rewritten. I will work to ensure that 
our veterans’ benefits will be restored in the 
final budget. 

Sixty two years ago, our country was at-
tacked at Pearl Harbor. The commanding offi-
cer in the Japanese fleet was Admiral Isoroku 
Yamamoto, who is quoted as saying, ‘‘I fear 
we have woken a sleeping giant and filled him 
with a terrible resolve.’’ Some historians write 
that he said ‘‘I fear that we have awakened a 
sleeping tiger.’’ Unless Congress rectifies 
these spending cuts for our veterans, I feel 
that we will once again ‘‘awaken a sleeping 
tiger.’’ Our veterans will not—and should not—
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stand for what is being done to them. The 
need for added medical care is at its highest 
for our remaining World War II veterans. As 
each day passes, there are fewer and fewer 
who are still able to tell their heroic stories of 
sacrifice, duty, and honor. This also applies to 
those who fought in the Korean War, Vietnam, 
Desert Storm, and other wars since. If this in-
justice is not addressed and rectified soon, the 
same outcome will one day apply to those 
who have so bravely fought, and are currently 
fighting terrorism in the Middle East. 

We must rethink and correct the cuts that 
have recently been made and which are ex-
tremely harmful to the well being of those who 
have made it possible for us to enjoy the very 
freedom we experience today. Congressional 
inaction could result in American veterans—
some in their 80s—marching on Washington, 
as World War I veterans did in the late 1920s. 
Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘Eternal vigilance is 
the price we pay for FREEDOM.’’ The vigi-
lance he spoke of was vigilance against the 
British, the Indians, and the vicissitudes of na-
ture such as drought, floods, hurricanes, and 
disease. Our vigilance today must be to de-
mand that the House and Senate conference 
committee provide adequate funding for those 
who kept the fires of freedom burning brightly 
and deliver a veterans appropriation that will 
maintain the healthcare and the dignity that 
the greatest generation spawned long ago.

f 

COMMENDING THOSE INDIVIDUALS 
WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE DE-
BRIS COLLECTION EFFORT FOL-
LOWING THE SPACE SHUTTLE 
‘‘COLUMBIA’’ ACCIDENT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of H. Res. 222. This resolu-
tion commends those individuals who contrib-
uted to the debris collection efforts following 
the Space Shuttle Columbia accident. 

On the early morning of Saturday, February 
1, 2003, just after 9:00 a.m. a tragedy struck 
our nation. For the second time in 17 years 
we lost the crew of a space shuttle. This time 
it was the Space Shuttle Columbia, the oldest 
of America’s four space planes. 

On board was a crew of seven courageous 
astronauts—six Americans: Colonel Douglas 
Husband, Commander William C. McCool, As-
tronaut Kaplana Chawla, Captain David M. 
Brown, Lieutenant Colonel Michael P. Ander-
son, Captain Laurel Blair Salton Clark, MD, 
and one Israeli: Colonel Ilan Ramon. 

The seven astronauts accepted this mission 
knowing the potential danger they faced. De-
spite the danger, they risked their lives and 
made the ultimate sacrifice in their dedicated 
efforts to advance our nation’s space program. 
Each of these astronauts will be remembered 
as a pioneer and a hero. 

More heroes emerged in the days and 
weeks following the Space Shuttle Columbia 
accident. These heroes collected the debris 
and wreckage from the Space Shuttle Colum-
bia. Among the debris collectors were National 
Guard Civil Support Teams from Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, and Texas, trained to handle the 
aftermath of terrorist attacks. Their training 

made them ideal experts for protecting the 
public from the toxic shuttle fuels. Also helping 
with the collection were Department of Public 
safety troopers, the National Forest Service, 
forest fire crews, and other law enforcement 
agency personnel. 

As impressive as the efforts of public agents 
was the self-sacrifice of the over 1,500 volun-
teers who helped with the search for debris. 
The volunteers are residents of Missouri, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Louisiana, and Texas. 
They hiked over and through thickets, briars, 
forests, marshes, muddy hillsides, creeks, and 
barbed-wire fences for over a week looking for 
debris. The volunteers braved near-freezing 
temperatures, gusting winds, sleet, and rain. 
They included teachers, NASA engineers, 
store-owners, and housewives. 

Brian Carpenter, a volunteer from Warren, 
Texas described his experience, and why he 
joined the search efforts. ‘‘It’s cold out here,’’ 
he said, ‘‘but knowing that the day will come 
when the astronaut’s families will be able to 
smile and think about their loved ones with 
pride and without grieving, there’s warmth in 
that.’’ 

Tracy Jones of Orange, Texas said, ‘‘We 
want to give the families peace of mind. That’s 
the only reason were out here.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I support H. Res. 222 to com-
mend Brian Carpenter, Tracy Jones and all of 
the generous volunteers who helped to collect 
the Space Shuttle Columbia debris. I also sup-
port H. Res. 222 to commend the members of 
the National Guard Civil Support Teams from 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas, the Depart-
ment of Public safety troopers, the National 
Forest Service, forest fire crews, and the other 
law enforcement agency personnel who sac-
rificed their time to collect the debris and bring 
a sense of needed closure to the grieving fam-
ilies of the astronauts. I commend everyone 
who helped with the debris collection efforts. 
They too are heroes.

f 

HONORING LEMOORE NAVAL AIR 
STATION PILOTS 

HON. CALVIN M. DOOLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor our local Lemoore Naval 
Air Station, LNAS, pilots who fought in Iraq. 
An Appreciation Dinner for our local LNAS pi-
lots has been organized for Saturday, May 17, 
2003 by a local radio station serving the entire 
Central Valley of California. 

Saturday’s dinner should serve as just one 
expression of our deepest appreciation for the 
commitment and resolve shown by the men 
and women of our Armed Forces. Pilots from 
the Lemoore Naval Air Station and coura-
geous reservists and enlistees from the Cen-
tral Valley joined forces with thousands around 
the world in Iraq. I would like to join with the 
hundreds of individuals who will attend the 
dinner to thank those who put their lives on 
the line for the sake of freedom. 

Our local reservists and enlistees sacrificed 
for the betterment of our nation and the entire 
world, and it is only fitting that they receive the 
proper appreciation this weekend. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask my colleagues to join me today to 
honor the pilots from the Lemoore Naval Air 

Station for their brave and courageous efforts 
on behalf of our country.

f 

HONORING THE FAITHFUL SERV-
ICE OF THE REVEREND DR. STE-
PHEN ROWAN 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Reverend Dr. Stephen Rowan in 
celebration of his 4-year anniversary as pastor 
at the Bethany Baptist Church. His dedication 
to the congregation and to the Greater Cleve-
land community is outstanding. 

Reverend Dr. Stephen Rowan has been a 
member of Bethany for more than 35 years 
and has served in the capacity of Sunday 
School teacher, Trustee, and as Director of 
the Bethany Male Chorus. His father, the Rev-
erend Dr. Albert T. Rowan, Pastor Emeritus of 
Bethany Baptist Church, was his confidant, in-
spiration, and role model. 

Reverend Rowan has excelled academi-
cally. He earned a Bachelor of Arts in Soci-
ology from Knox College, a Masters in Public 
Administration from Northern Illinois University, 
a Masters in Divinity from Trinity Theological 
Seminary and has recently earned his Doc-
torate of Ministry at Ashland Theological Semi-
nary. 

Reverend Rowan is the current Program Of-
ficer for Economic Development with the 
Cleveland Foundation, the country’s oldest 
and second largest community foundation. He 
was a former partner with Ulmer & Berne, 
L.L.P (1991–96), served as Chief Deputy 
County Administrator on the Cuyahoga County 
Board of Commissioners (1981–90), served as 
Interim General Counsel for the Cleveland 
Board of Education and was the former Direc-
tor of Operations for the Western Reserve 
Area Agency on Aging (1975–81). 

Reverend Rowan is currently a member of 
the Cleveland Bar Association, Norman S. 
Minor Bar Association, United Way Strategic 
Planning Committee, Advisory Board for the 
Center for Adolescent Health (CWRU), Quality 
Committee and Graduate Education Com-
mittee of Meridia Health System and the 
Board of Trustees of the Cleveland-Marshall 
College of Law Alumni Association. 

On behalf of the people of the 11th Con-
gressional District of Ohio and the United 
States Congress, I pay tribute to the leader-
ship, dedication, support, and commitment of 
Reverend Rowan to the congregants and to 
the community.

f 

PROPOSED CONGRESSIONAL RE-
DISTRICTING BY TEXAS LEGIS-
LATURE 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, with all of the un-
resolved fiscal issues on the Texas Legisla-
ture’s plate, the state’s Republican leadership 
is attempting a brazen and appalling gerry-
mander of Texas Congressional representa-
tion. 
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Now, two years after the federal court did 

the Legislature’s job of congressional redis-
tricting in Texas in 2001, Congressman TOM 
DELAY is trying to ramrod State Rep. Joe 
Crabb’s bill to redraw congressional district 
boundaries to favor Republicans. 

Originally baiting the move with a ploy to 
create a new congressional district that osten-
sibly favors Hispanics in South Texas is some-
thing more than crass. The Legislature had its 
chance to participate two years ago but opted 
out—and mid-decade is no time to throw 
Texas’ Congressional delegation into chaos. 

The leadership in Austin is to blame for the 
discord last week that sent the 50 or so Texas 
House members into Oklahoma exile. Their 
defection is not just arbitrary quorum-busting 
but in courageous protest of DELAY’S attempt 
to hijack the Legislature for his own political 
ego’s sake. 

Further, as a former federal law enforce-
ment officer, I am very concerned that federal 
law enforcement entities were dragged into 
the State’s efforts to retrieve Texas House 
members from across state lines. 

Crabb’s bill, which has set off a storm of na-
tional coverage, asks for full-blown redistricting 
that will require new rounds of public hearings 
across the state. Also, new redistricting would 
no doubt end up back in court and cost tax-
payers millions of dollars. 

The guarantee is slim that any new redis-
tricting in the Rio Grande Valley will benefit 
minorities Statewide since redrawing district 
boundaries appears to further disenfranchise 
minorities—even in the huge proposed border 
district numbered 23, adjacent to my own. 
Under the plan, five current Democratic dis-
tricts are also in jeopardy. 

The Legislature ducked redistricting in 2001 
and now Republicans are poised for an out-
right power-grab after the court-drawn plan 
minimally changed the State’s 32-district map, 
returning 17 Democrats to Congress. And, the 
court’s plan received Justice Department ap-
proval. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I wish to com-
mend the Texas state legislators who stood up 
to this attempted power-grab and hope that 
the attention of lawmakers at the State and 
Federal levels returns to the real issues facing 
our communities—creating jobs, educating our 
children and ensuring all have access to 
health care.

f 

SEPTEMBER 11TH 
COMMEMORATIVE COIN 

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 15, 2003

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to enter into the RECORD an article that 
appears in the April 29th issue of the Numis-
matic News entitled ‘‘September 11 deserves 
commemoration on coin.’’ This article was 
written by my friend, mayor of my hometown 
of Fair Lawn, and a Bergen County Freeholder 
in the State of New Jersey, David Ganz. I 
commend it to the attention of every Member 
of Congress.

[From the Numismatic News, Apr. 29, 2003] 
SEPT. 11 DESERVES COMMEMORATION ON COIN 

(By David L. Ganz) 
Liberty, Freedom, Justice, Intellect, Inge-

nuity, Challenge, Capitalism, Success, Glory, 
Might, Power, America. 

The twin towers of the World Trade Center 
in New York City connoted all of these 
things—the very reason that the building 
was a primary target for the extremists and 
terrorists who murdered thousands of inno-
cents Sept. 11, 2001. 

America has avenged the events of that 
day, when the towers came under attack 
along with at least two other locations. 
Without taking anything away from the vic-
tims on Flight 93, or those who were at the 
Pentagon, the aim of Osama Bin Laden and 
his terrorist crew was the rich symbolism of 
the World Trade Center—what it stood for. 

In any generation, there may be one or two 
events that are seminal, that define the gen-
eration. The bombing of the World Trade 
Center, the Pentagon and the Flight 93 at-
tack are defining for the United States, for it 
marks the end of an age of innocence and, 
perhaps, of a new era of American military 
might.

The war that we fought in Iraq, now mov-
ing toward a complete cessation of hos-
tilities, is a direct outgrowth of the World 
Trade Center attack and the subsequent 
nearly futile search for its progenitor, 
Osama Bin Laden. 

H.R. 298 was introduced by Rep. Peter 
King, R–N.Y., Chair of the House coinage 
subcommittee, on Jan. 8, ‘‘To posthumously 
award congressional gold medals to govern-
ment workers and others who responded to 
the attacks on the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon and perished and to people 
aboard United Airlines Flight 93 who helped 
resist the hijackers and caused the plane to 
crash, to require the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to mint coins in commemoration of the 
Spirit of America, recognizing the tragic 
events of September 11, 2001, and for other 
purposes.’’ Co-sponsor: Rep. Eliot Engel, D–
N.Y. 

On Feb. 27 it was referred to King’s Unit, 
the Subcommittee on Domestic and Inter-
national Monetary Policy, Trade, and Tech-
nology. Nothing further has been heard from 
it. 

A little more than a year earlier, Rep. 
Steve Rothman, D–N.J., introduced H.R. 3980 
to authorize commemoration of ‘‘Events of 
cataclysmic proportion, as well as epic 
struggles, [which] have long been commemo-
rated on the coinage of various countries.’’

Congress has yet to take action on any 
measure, but it should. It should be more 
than a national medal that honors those who 
perished. It should celebrate the majesty of 
the buildings where they once stood and of 
what they stood for: above all, Liberty and 
Freedom, that which its enemies could never 
destroy. 

There are those who believe—some con-
gressional staff members among them—that 
the events of Sept. 11 should not be com-
memorated at all, and that we should forget 
America’s darkest hour. Commemoration, 
their view is, should be reserved for tri-
umphs, not tragedies. 

World history and the practices of other 
nations offers a different perspective. Can-
ada’s tombac nickel, for example, issued in 
1943, featured a new reverse from the famous 
Churchill ‘‘V’’ for victory over the Nazi Axis 
war machine. It came at a dark moment of 
the war after battles had been lost and when 
D-Day was more than a year away. 

It’s more than me, alone, being a cheer-
leader. Coinstar, who changed the way peo-
ple dealt with cashing in coins, did a survey 
last summer which concluded that ‘‘more 
than half (52 percent) of Americans revealed 
they would prefer to see scenes of the flag 
raising by firemen at the World Trade Cen-
ter/Ground Zero over the U.S. Military at 
Iwo Jima (37 percent).’’

More surprising: with younger Americans 
(18–34) popularity is even stronger, at 63 per-

cent. However, for Americans age 65 and over 
prefer the U.S. Military at Iwo Jima (50 per-
cent) over World Trade Center (32 percent). 
The poll, compiled from telephone research 
among more than 1,000 randomly selected 
American adults, was conducted by an inde-
pendent market research firm. It has a mar-
gin of error of plus or minus 3.1 percent. 

Private enterprise has stepped in where the 
Congress and the Executive Branch fear to 
tread. Already, there are colorized versions 
of the World Trade Center being placed on 
silver Eagles as well as other coins. The U.S. 
Mint official position: ‘‘The United States 
Mint does not comment on coin-grading 
issues or on a colorized coin’s current or fu-
ture value as a collectible item. If you like 
a colorized coin because of the way it looks, 
then you may want to add it to your collec-
tion. However, if you are primarily con-
cerned about the long-term investment value 
of a colorized coin, you should contact a rep-
utable coin dealer or coin grading service be-
fore you purchase the coin.’’

What is it that is magical about the twin 
towers World Trade Center, which at 110 sto-
ries tall each were an arresting scene of 
American power and might in the skyscraper 
silhouette of New York City’s downtown?

The World Trade Center had consisted of 
seven buildings, one of which was briefly the 
tallest building on the planet (the towers 
were not exactly the same height). The twin 
towers were endless subject of New York 
skyline scenes that appeared in newspapers, 
on medals and almost on the New York state 
quarter. 

Designed by Minoru Yamasakui and Emery 
Roth, the twin towers were part of a complex 
built in lower Manhattan island that actu-
ally constituted the world’s largest building 
complex. Two rectangular twin towers were 
the most prominent part. 

Each 110 stories tall (one also contained a 
television antennae used by major networks, 
the building known as 1 WTC was home to 
the elegant ‘‘Windows on the World’’ res-
taurant and the antennae, while 2 WTC con-
tained an observation deck that offered an 
unparalleled view from more than a quarter 
of a mile up in the air. 

One tower was 1,362 feet, the other 1,368 
feet in height. Both was completed in 1973 at 
a cost of more than $750 million and were 
owned by the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey. 

Wrapped in stainless steel bodies lined 
with tall, narrow windows, the skyscrapers 
were state-of-the-art buildings. The Vista 
hotel complex, part of the center, was the 
host of numerous New York International 
coin shows. 

Built on a 16-acre site, and going seven sto-
ries into the ground (or more than 70 feet 
into Manhattan bedrock), the twin towers 
dominated the New York skyline for more 
than 30 years. That 70-foot drilling was sur-
rounded by a giant bathrub-like structure 
that kept out the nearby Hudson River. 

In June 2002, just about nine months after 
the horrific events of Sept. 11, I traveled into 
Manhattan to go to Ground Zero. As mayor 
of my municipality (Fair Lawn, N.J.), I was 
able to travel with the head of our Emer-
gency Management Office, Tom Metzler, and 
the other members of our Borough Council. 

The ostensive reason was to see what ter-
roristic damage could occur, how it could be 
prevented and to help plan the future. The 
other reason, more personal, was to stand in 
the pit of Ground Zero, seven or eight stories 
beneath sea level, and pay tribute to those 
who died that freedom might live. 

The nearest-height building was the Em-
pire State Building with 102 stories, located 
several times uptown to the north, and then 
the Chrysler Building, at 67 stories. 

One view of the twin towers is depicted on 
a drawing presented to the Fine Arts Com-
mission as a possible final design choice for 
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the New York quarter. Instead, a view fea-
turing the Statute of Liberty superimposed 
on a New York state map was selected.

Relegated to a third place finish, the tow-
ers design shows the Statue of Liberty in 
New York harbor, the twin towers (including 
the aerial), misplaced bridges and a too-close 
proximity of what appears to be a taller Em-
pire state building. The real twin towers al-
ways seemed larger than life. 

My own memories of the twin towers are 
long, and varied. By day, Windows on the 
World was a private restaurant known as the 
Club at the World Trade Center. I was a 
member there for about 25 years, joining 
right after law school. (In fact, right after I 
was admitted to the bar across the river in 
Brooklyn, I took my parents, wife and in-
laws to a celebratory luncheon at Windows). 

At Windows, Kevin Zraley was first the 
sommelier, and later the Inhilco director of 
beverages corporate-wide. He taught a fabu-
lous wine course over a period of a dozen 
weeks, and I took it. It gave me an apprecia-
tion of wine that has lasted a lifetime. 

On becoming a club member, I had the 
privilege of buying wine from them at Cellar 
cost, and storing it there. I went mostly for 
older Bordeaux, and had some 1950 Haut 
Brion as well as 1966 Chateau Gruaud Arose, 

and some Louis Jadot burgundies—which 
were carefully stored in the basement of the 
center. 

That came to a crashing end 10 years ago 
in 1993 when a car bomb that tried to topple 
the edifice blew up, destroying portions of 
the underground parking garage and causing 
$300 million in damages, not counting my 
wine. 

When I became president of the American 
Numismatic Association, I sponsored a board 
dinner at Windows on the World that allowed 
me to show off the restored cellar following 
the explosion. The wine served that night 
came exclusively from my private reserve, 
and as best I recall, nine members of the 
board, their spouses or guests and the profes-
sional staff went through three cases of 
wine, retail value $2,500. (OK, they did buy 
the meals from their per diem, but all of the 
wine was on me.)

Through the years, Windows remained my 
favorite place to take an overseas client; the 
food was excellent so long as you stuck to 
simple dishes like a grilled prime steak or 
veal chop, less successful with, say, a sauced 
dish like lobster thermidor. Though never on 
the menu, except when I first started going 
there around 1976, their fried zucchini sticks 
were always available, served in a white 

cloth napkin designed to gently blot the oil, 
but not the flavor. 

Just a year before Sept. 11, my wife, 
Kathy, and I took our first cruise, going 
from Manhattan to Nova Scotia and back 
again. We left on the Carnival Line (the Vic-
tory) and went down the Hudson River to-
wards the Verrazano Narrows bridge, the 
Ocean, and the voyage. As we were piloted 
down, we passed the magnificient structures 
and Kathy took postcard-like photos show-
ing not only the height of the buildings, but 
the indelible place that they held in the New 
York skyline. 

It forms the basis for the proposed coin de-
sign photograph that accompanies this arti-
cle—which is done with the assistance of a 
computerized program that gives the appear-
ance of a raised surface similar to that of a 
coin. 

The Sept. 11 destruction was incredible to 
watch—and millions saw it happen on tele-
vision. The rich numismatic connection 
makes it a story likely to be remembered for 
years to come. It should be a story that ends 
with a commemorative coin being struck to 
honor the American dream that continues to 
tower, even without those twin buildings. 
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